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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY for new construction declined sea- 
sonally January $2.9 billion, but exceeded percent the previous January 
record 1954. The December-January decrease private activity re- 
flected slightly more than seasonal lag residential*building. Private industrial 
building, continuing the upswing that began the 1954 fourth quarter, was all- 
time monthly high this January. Expenditures for commercial building, nearly third 
above year-ago outlays, reached new January high, did public outlays for high- 
ways, schools, and sewer and water projects. Total public construction activity was 


down seasonally percent from December January. 
HOUSING STARTS housing starts December fell about usual 
for the month, percent 75,000. Although the annual rate private starts 
(seasonally adjusted) declined steadily during the last months 1955, the fourth- 
quarter rate was more than 1.2 million--the highest for any fourth quarter except 
The 1955 total ‘private and public units) was almost second only 
the record 1950 and percent above the 1954 total. Privately owned houses and 
apartments begun 1955 totaled nearly 1,311,000 units--a near-peak figure that re- 
flected last year's alltime high volume houses put under construction. 
FHA-VA ACTIVITY housing begun under the program accounted 
for most the 1954-55 gain total privately owned housing. starts volume 
creased more than fourth while the FHA total was about the same both years, 
Although combined FHA-VA starts accounted for roughly the same proportion total 
private starts last year 1954 half), the ratio was from per- 
cent 1954 percent 1955, and the FHA ratio dropped from percent, 
Starts under these programs have been declining since last summer, and FHA appli- 
cations for insured loans, well appraisal requests, have been dropping 
the spring 1955. December, FHA applications were the lowest level 
years, and appraisal requests were the lowest years, thus auguring 
NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS NOVEMBER--The September and 
downtrend nonfarm mortgage recordings slackened 3-percent decline 
vember--to $2.3 billion. This trend was evident among the major types lenders,§ 
including savings and loan associations, although this group accounted for about 
the November decrease and for most the earlier drops--reflecting the 
restrictions Savings and Loan mortgage financing which were fully effect 

mid-December. the end November, the mortgage recording total that time 
($26.3 billion) had already exceeded the $23-billion peak for all months 1954, fro 
For each the major types lenders, the 1955 total was for 
the figure for entire 1954. 
BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY DECEMBER--The permit valuation total for all per 
jor types building construction declined percent December $1.1 
and for the second successive month was under the year-ago total. Industrial ang 


ing was the only major category show higher valuation figure than December 
For 1955 whole, permit valuations totaled $18.9 billion, percent 


the 1954 figure. All major categories shared the gain, with increases ranging 
percent for community building percent for industrial building. dow 
valuations accounted for two-thirds the overall 1954-55 gain, but have Are 
sharply from the 1955 summer peak. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS NOVEMBER--Public contracts awarded for only 
construction were relatively high level November, increased awards 
some projects (mainly State and local water supply and highways, and Federal 

station) almost offset the widespread declines that are usual for the time HOU 
For the first months, the 1955 State and local total ($6.7 billion) was 
from 1954--a gain influenced mostly increased awards for electric power and the 
utilities and for State-owned highways. The only significant declines State and work 
awards were for residential and hospital building. The Federal total thus far 
billion) was down percent from January-November 1954 because declines 
most all major kinds federally owned construction except conservation and develop 
ment work, and airfield and administrative buildings. 
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CONTRACT AWARDS EASTERN STATES almost $4-billion 
increase over the 1954 record total took place 1955 for contracts awarded the 
States east the Rocky Mountains. The December 1955 awards total $1.9 bil- 
lion, representing new high for that month, brought the yearly figure $23.7 bil- 
lion percent above 1954. Unlike the 1954 pattern, the 1955 boom saw both build- 
ing and engineering construction awards increase about the same proportions, 
and percent, respectively, giving evidence the broad based nature the upsurge. 
the previous year, building construction awards rose percent, compared 
percent rise for engineering awards. addition, the December 1955 figures show 
continued strength for engineering types. The overall 5-percent increase December 
awards over the previous year reflects decrease for building types 
against increase for engineering types. 
CONSTRUCTION COSTS DECEMBER--Construction costs continued rise moder- 
ately December, according the Department Commerce Composite Index, 
127.0 percent the 1947-49 average, percent above year earlier. The cost 
index for 1955 whole (124.9) was about percent above the 1954 average, re- 
flecting slightly increased costs all kinds construction. 
WHOLESALE PRICES BUILDING MATERIALS slight dip 
November, the wholesale price index for building materials edged December 
128.3--5 percent above year ago. Most the 1955 increase came last summer, 
tal and the index reached alltime peak (128.7) October. The small advance this 
past December arose chiefly from fractional increases for prepared paint, Douglas 
nt. millwork, concrete aggregates, and building brick, plus some rise steel 
-pipe and oil-tank prices. Almost all major items were higher December 1955 
than year ago, with price increases greatest for plumbing equipment (particularly 
vitreous china fixtures and brass fittings) and for hardwood lumber. The only decline 
note from December 1954 was for asphalt roofing. 

UNION WAGE SCALES THE BUILDING TRADES, 4TH QUARTER wage 
scales the building trades advanced slightly $2.94 average the last quarter 
1955. This was about cents hour higher than the end 1954. The latest 
increases affected small proportion (about sixth) unionized workers the 
trades covered. fourth the scale revisions provided 5-cent increase; another 
fourth, 7-1/2 cents; and fifth, cents more. 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT the usual declines 
954, from October, construction materials output indexes were postwar November peak 
all major items except lumber and wood products, millwork, and asphalt products. 

The largest increases from November 1954 were for iron and steel (28 percent higher), 

and for heating and plumbing equipment and clay construction products (both 
percent). Declining shipments Portland cement brought November stocks little 
above the year-ago level. Bookings for fabricated structural steel rose November, 
and the production backlog was half again large November 

CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT DECEMBER--Unusually bad weather 
some parts the country brought December employment contract construction 
down 173,000 2.4 million--a somewhat larger decline than usual for the month. 


Area data available through November showed that well over half the places the 

construction job total was higher than November 1954. Among the larger areas, 
over-the-year increases ranged from percent Chicago percent Boston; the 
only notable decline was Detroit, and the Los Angeles figure was down little be- 
Cause work stoppage affecting construction. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS NOVEMBER--Weekly pay contract construction dropped 
more than usual November, $5.26 $93.10, because decline 

the average workweek. The October-November decrease weekly earnings affected 
all types construction, particularly nonbuilding, and each case re- 


for 


sulted primarily from cut hours worked. Compared with November 1954, average 
and hourly earnings were less this past November $1.22 and cents, re- 
and the workweek was 1.3 hours shorter. 


For review influences 1955 homebuilding activity, see Construction 1955, January issue. 
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Characteristics New Housing, 1954-55 


KATHRYN MURPHY aND EDWARD GORDON* 


shifts the size and price new houses occurred between 1954 and 1955, 
Three-bedroom houses became much more popular, increasing more than two-thirds the total 
builders concentrated houses moderate size (1,000 1,500 square feet floor area) and 
started relatively fewer the small and also fewer the very large houses. 


Frame houses continued outnumber masonry houses wide margin all sections the 
country 1955. However, exterior wall materials new houses reflected well defined regional pref- 
erences. Frame houses with wood were most common the Northeast and North Central Regions, 
Brick facing was more usual the South and stucco predominated the West. 


‘ 
Over the year, there was some shift from double-hung windows with wooden framés--which con- 
tinued the most popular single type window--to various types aluminum-frame windows, 
Increased use horizontal slide, awning, and jalousie type windows 1955 reflects current archi- 


tectural trends 1-family houses. 


The median price new house 1955 ranged from less than $12,000 the South more than 
$14,000 other regions. Price differences reflect distinct regional patterns the style architec- 
ture and what home buyers want. The proportion new houses with basements, for example, ranged 
from percent the Northeast less than percent the South. Countrywide, about out 
new homes 1954 and 1955 had basements. 


Builders started relatively fewer multifamily units 1955 than 1954. both years, most 
units apartment buildings had bedrooms. Fewer than half many efficiency (no bedroom) 
apartments were started 1955 1954. 


This information was obtained from field surveys new owned housing, made the 
Labor Department’s Bureau Labor Statistics. For 1955, sample! was selected from single-family 
and multifamily projects for which permits were issued which work was started the first quarter 
1955 various sizes and types communities the four broad geographic regions the United 
The sample data, obtained visits builders approximately 6,000 projects including 
more than 37,000 dwelling units, were weighted represent all privately owned nonfarm dwelling 
units started the United States the first months 1955. Completion this survey permits 
comparison housing started the first quarter 1955 with that started the same period 1954 
when the Bureau made similar The results represent the most comprehensive statistics 
available describe the large volume housing constructed the United States recent 


the Division Construction Statistics, Bureau Labor Statistics, Department Labor. 

Because the estimates this report are based sample data, they are subject sampling 
Generally, the error increases the data are presented more detail. For example, estimates for the 
States whole are subject less error than estimates for any region. The error for the United States asi 
whole ranges from 0.7 3.6,depending the size the estimated percentage, the error being least for 
percent and most for percent. For each region the range follows: 1.3 6.4 for the Northeast; 
6.0 for the North Central; 1.2 6.2 for the South; and 8.9 for the West. This means that the chances 
approximately out that the results complete count would not differ from results mor 
than these percentages (twice the standard These reliability figures apply estimates based 
total number dwelling units started the specified Estimated percentages based smaller compe 
nents, such the dwelling units within single price class for given characteristics group, will 


somewhat greater error. 
The regional groupings, are-these used the Bureau the Census combining its geographic 

sions follows: Region Northeast, includes the New England and Middle Atlantic Divisions; 
North Central, includes the East and West North Central Divisions; Region III, South, includes the South 
and East and West South Central Divisions; and Region IV, West, includes the Mountain and Pacific 
Throughout this article references 1955 and 1954 are first-quarter data for the respective 

both years the Bureau was able expand the field investigation basic characteristics new 


tural characteristics. This expansion was possible through the financial support trade associations 
particular building materials. 
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TABLE CHARACTERISTICS NEW NONFARM 1-FAMILY HOUSES, REGION, 
FIRST QUARTER 1954 AND 1955 


West 
1954 1954 
Median proposed 
selling 
Average floor area 
(square 
Ss. 
Selling price: 
All 
Less than 
hi- $7,000 
$10,000 $11,999 
$12,000 $14,999 .... 
$20,000 and 
e 
Floor area (square feet): 
All 
Less than 700 
1,200 
1,500 
the 1,800 and over 
nily Unknown 
ited All 
ding bedroom? 
Ling bedrooms 
bedrooms 
mits more bedrooms 
1954 
struction: 
Brick facing 
Concrete 
1.2 to 
Brick facing 
Brick and wood 
Asbestos shingle 
All other construction 
With crawl space 


Full partial 


See footnotes end table. 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


TABLE CHARACTERISTICS NEW NONFARM 1-FAMILY HOUSES, REGION, 
FIRST QUARTER 1954 AND 1955--CONTINUED 


North Central West 
a 


Utility room: 
All houses 100 100 100 100 100 


Fireplace: 
Type interior doors: 
All 
A 
ure 
on 
ch: 
the 
Windows: 
100 100 100 100 100 100 
Percentage distributions may not always total 100 because rounding. 
Includes few houses with bedrooms. 
Less than 0.5 percent. 
Includes such outer facing materials cut stone, field stone, structural tile, stucco. Price 
Includes such outer facing materials composition (e.g., asphalt siding and shingles), metal, stucco. sold 
Information not obtained 1954. unit 
units which all the majority window frames, not considering basement windows, were the material adve 
specified. 
Excluding basement-type windows. 
Flankers are movable sash sides picture windows. 
the 
One-Family Houses 
The rise median selling new 1-family for the entire country 
1954 and 1955 reflects substantial increase the proportion houses priced between 
$12,000 and $20,000, with corresponding decline lower price houses. More than percent the 
houses started 1955 were the $12,000-$20,000 bracket, contrast percent 1954. (See 


table and chart.) About percent the new houses both years were priced $20,000 more. 
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Higher price housing was being built 1955 all parts the country, but increases over 1954 
varied the four geographic regions, follows: 


Median selling prices Percent increase, 
1955 1954 1954-55 
11, 800 10, 800 


The 1954-55 pattern price changes the South differed from those other regions. The 
South was the only section which the proportion houses priced below $7,000 did not decline 
between 1954 and 1955. Contributing the continued volume houses this price class were sev- 
eral large housing developments started widely scattered sections the South 1955, indicating 
interest among operative builders catering prospective buyers the lower income groups. 


Selling prices were higher for houses built metropolitan than nonmetropolitan areas both 
years. The price margin between the two types areas narrowed appreciably 1955, however, be- 
cause the relatively greater increase over 1954 prices nonmetropolitan areas (table 2). Because 
more than half the housing started nonmetropolitan areas located the South, the contrast 


between houses built the large cities and their suburbs and those built smaller communities 
dominated the pattern the 


The uptrend prices throughout the country partially explained rising construction costs. 
According the Boeckh index,® residential construction costs were about 2.5 percent higher the 

first half 1955 than the same period 1954. Raw land and land development costs have also 
tisen, and there has been some upgrading the quality the housing started. 

Size Houses. One major element the 1954-55 price rise which the characteristics surveys meas- 
ured was the change the size houses being built. Although the average floor area? increased 
only slightly, from 1,140 1,170 square feet (table 2), this does not fully reflect the nature the 

changes that have taken place the size new houses over the year. all sections the country, 

there was pronounced gain the proportion medium-size houses, with decreases not only the 

very small houses but the larger houses well. (See table and chart.) For the country 
100 whole, the percentage houses with 1,000 1,499 square feet increased from percent be- 
tween 1954 and 1955, with corresponding declines houses having less than 1,000 square feet (from 
percent) and those with 1,500 more square feet (from percent). 

The parallel relationship between the selling price and size the house illustrated table 

Fully the houses priced below $10,000 1955 had less than 1,000 square feet floor 
area. The majority the houses offered the $10,000-$19,999 price range measured between 1,000 
1,500 square feet. prices $20,000 more, better than half the houses had minimum 
1,500 square feet floor area. 


For operatively built units (those built for sale rent merchant builders), the selling price the 
price which the house was advertised the time the survey, the actual selling price units already 
For single unit built for owner occupancy general contractor under contract from the owner, 
unit the owner without prime contractor (i.e., owner built), the price which the house would 
advertised were built for sale was considered the selling price. 

Includes detached houses, and semidetached and row houses which can sold independently nearby 
adjoining units. 


The comparatively small number houses with selling price $50,000 more were excluded from 
sample. 


Characteristics housing metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas were not tabulated region be- 
cause the size the sample did not warrant such detailed cross classifications. 
intry Unweighted average indexes costs frame and brick residences cities compiled 
and Associates. See table 24, this issue, Construction Review. 

Floor area 1-family houses (computed from the outside dimensions) includes all livable space 
vell laundry rooms, halls, and closets the first higher floors, but excludes rumpus, storage, laundry, 
rooms the basement, garages, unfinished attic space, and open screened porches. 
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The growing popularity the medium-size house reflects the demand all sections the coun- 
try for more Over the year, the proportion 3-bedroom houses increased from 
percent the total, with corresponding decline 2-bedroom houses. About percent the houses 
started both years had least bedrooms. 

The rise selling price with the increase the number bedrooms followed pattern similar 


that noted between price and floor area. The proportion houses with more bedrooms was 
much higher the price range $10,000 more than was among the lower priced houses. 


TABLE PRICE AND FLOOR AREA NEW NONFARM 1-FAMILY HOUSES 
METROPOLITAN AND NONMETROPOLITAN AREAS, FIRST QUARTER 1954 AND 1955 


Nonmetropolitan 
areas 


Metropolitan 
United States 


Selling price and floor area 


Number houses 
Median selling price 
Average floor area (square feet) 


Proposed selling price: All 
$15,000 


Floor area (square feet): All 


The 168 standard metropolitan areas defined the 1950 Census. 


Exterior Walls. Marked price differentials were also associated with the choice exterior wall 
About out houses priced below $7,000 were frame, generally faced with asbestos 
shingle wood except the West where stucco predominated. the price range from $7,000 
$12,000, the proportion frame houses decreased. The masonry houses this price included many 


Only rooms specifically designed for sleeping purposes were counted bedrooms. Libraries, dens, 
dressing rooms, alcoves were excluded even though times they might used for sleeping purposes. 

Unquestionably many localities some the increase price associated with added bedrooms and 
more floor space reflects the fact that families buying such houses with more bedrooms were also getting 
extra bathrooms, kitchens with dishwashers and other appliances, finished recreation rooms, and other ‘‘extras,” 
for which data were collected the 1954-55 surveys. 


Exterior walls were classified type construction, follows: 
Masonry. wall supporting the floors and roof and consisting moderately small units such 


brick, stone, concrete block, cinder block, structural tile, etc. 
Frame. vertical wooden members (studs) supporting the floors and roof, the studs usually 
nected outer sheathing wooden boards, plywood, insulating board, building board, which serve 


bracing. 
Other. Walls constructed materials other than masonry wooden studs described above. These 


steel frame panels (as the house), poured concrete, combination metal and lumber, 
crete reinforced with steel, sheathing panels with supplementary frame members. 


1955 1954 1955 1954 1955 1954 
256, 900 202, 200 196, 300 156, 500 60, 600 45, 700 
$13, 700 $12, 300 $13, 800 $12,900 $12,000 $10, 100 
1,170 140 1,170 140 160 160 
Percent distribution 
100 100 100 100 100 100 
100 100 100 100 100 100 
hov 
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row-type houses with exposed walls faced with brick. Many other masonry houses this price range 


were built concrete block. general, the higher the selling price, the larger was the proportion 


Nonfarm Houses Started 
First Quarter, 1954 and 1955 


Selling Price 


\7 


\/ 


10,000 12,000 15,000 20,000 


9,999 11,999 14,999 19,999 


\/ 


\/ 


\/ 


xx 


\/ 
7 
cS 


1,000 1,200 1,500 


1,199 1,499 1,799 
SQUARE 


Source: Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. 


masonry houses with brick facing trame 
houses faced entirely with brick with brick com- 
bined with some other material. 


For the country whole, frame houses, 
with variety facings, predominated all price 
classes, and outnumbered masonry houses about 
1955. This ratio was somewhat lower than 
1954, however, owing the substantial increase 
masonry houses the South over the year. 
other regions, least percent the houses 
started both years were frame construction. 


The proportion brick houses--including 
brick-veneer frame houses well solid brick 
and brick facing backed with masonry--increased 
slightly over the year about third the 1955 
total. The percentage frame houses with com- 
bination brick and wood exterior also increased 
somewhat between 1954 and 1955. both years, 
little less than third the houses were frame 
with some type wood facing, such clapboard, 
plywood, shingles. 


Regional preferences outside wall mate- 
rials are shown table The South, which had 
higher proportions masonry houses both 1954 
and 1955 than any other region, was the only sec- 
tion with large numbers concrete block houses. 
high percentage these were Florida. The 
great majority the masonry houses the South, 
however, had brick facing. Large projects this 
type such widely separated areas Fort Worth, 
Tex., and Washington, C., plus numerous houses 
scattered nonmetropolitan areas, account for the 
substantial increase brick houses the South 


between 1954 and 1955. 


the North, Central Region, the majority 
houses selling for $15,000 more were brick 
combination wood and brick, contrasted with 
wood asbestos shingle facing the majority 
the less expensive houses. similar relationship 
between selling price and wall construction was ap- 
parent the South, but the shift brick was 
about $12,000, reflecting the generally lower price 
range houses the South. Most the brick 
houses the West were priced $20,000 more, 
but even this price range stucco houses predomi- 
nated. the Northeast, brick exteriors were used 


more frequently the price ranges $12,000 than the lower priced housing. Generally, 
however, wood was preferred and almost half the houses costing $20,000 more 1955 had wood 


PERCENT 
1954 
1955 
Less 
than 
7,000 over 
DOLLARS 
PERCENT 
Floor Area 
1954 
1955 
| 
many 
facing. 
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TABLE CHARACTERISTICS NEW NONFARM 1-FAMILY HOUSES, SELLING PRICE, 
FIRST QUARTER 1954 AND 1955 


Proposed selling-price class 


classes $7,000 $9,999 $11,999 $14,999 over 


Percent houses with specified characteristics 


Floor area (square feet): 

All 
1,000 


1954: All houses 


Number bedrooms: 
1955: All houses 


Exterior wall construction: 


Concrete 


Brick and wood 
Asbestos shingle 
All other 
1954: All houses 
Concrete 


Brick and wood facing 
Asbestos shingle 


N 
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See footnotes end table. 
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100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
(2) (2) (2) (2) 
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
(2) (2) (2) (2) (2) 
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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TABLE CHARACTERISTICS NEW NONFARM HOUSES, SELLING PRICE 
FIRST QUARTER 1954 AND 1955--CONTINUED 


Proposed selling-price class 


Characteristics All Less than |$7,000 $10,000 to} $12,000 to| $15,000 $20,000 
classes $7,000 $9,999 $11,999 $14,999 $19,999 and over 


Percent houses with specified characteristics 


Basements: 

1955: All 
Full partial 
1954: All 
Full partial 


Utility rooms: 


Fireplaces: 
1955: All houses 
more 


Type interior door: 


Window frame material: 


Percentage distribution may not always total 100 because rounding. 
Less than 0,5 percent. 
Includes few houses with bedrooms. 

Includes such outer facing materials cut stone, field stone, structural tile, stucco. 

Includes such outer facing materials composition (e.g., asphalt siding and shingles), metal, stucco. 

Information not obtained 1954. 

units which all the majority window frames, not considering basement windows, were the material 

specified. 


Basements and Utility Rooms. Nationwide, about percent the houses started 1955 had base- 
ments--the same 1954. The popularity basements varies widely different parts the country 
and areas where basements are favored the proportions houses having basements increased 
over the year. the Northeast, percent the houses had basements 1955 compared with 


100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
(2) (2) (2) (2) 
100 100 100 100 100 100 
1954: 100 100 100 100 100 100 
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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percent 1954, and the North Central States the percentage rose from percent percent 
over the same period (table 1). Among houses built without basements 1955, there was better than 


2-to-1 preference for houses constructed with crawl space rather than concrete slab. 


The function the basement has changed recent years, however, even areas where rigorous 
climates require central heating. More compact and cleaner heating units and the shift fuels re- 
quiring less storage space have minimized the necessity for basements. Automatic washers and driers 
have tended bring other basement operations into the kitchen utility room. Basements have thus 
changed from strictly utilitarian optional item the minds many home buyers. 


This reflected the prices houses with basements all sections the country. Even 
the Northeastern States, little more than fourth the houses priced below $7,000 had basements, 
compared with more than percent those costing $10,000 more. the’ South, where basements 
were the exception, percent the houses the $15,000-$19,999 price bracket and percent 
those selling for $20,000 more had basements. With dehumidifiers and improved waterproofing meth- 
ods, basements many these homes provide highly desirable play areas and space for workshops 
and hobby equipment. 


Close half the houses built the South had utility rooms (usually instead 
basement), compared with less than fourth the new houses the West, although that section had 
almost high proportion houses without basements the South. both these areas, the 
proportion houses having utility rooms increased with the selling price the house. the West, 
for example, utility rooms were reported less than percent the houses priced below $7,000 but 
more than half those selling for $20,000 


Another characteristic related the cost houses and reflecting regional preferences 
was fireplaces. Fewer than third all houses started 1955 had fireplaces, but the price range 
from $15, 000 $20,000, more than half had least fireplace, and about nine-tenths those the 
higher price brackets had more fireplaces. Fireplaces were most popular the West. other 
regions, the majority the houses priced below $20,000 had fireplaces. Fireplaces were more 
common houses metropolitan than nonmetropolitan areas. 


Windows and Doors. Windows and their arrangement are among the features distinguishing contemporary 
and modern homes from those with traditional architecture. The increasing popularity certain types 
windows 1955 reflects style trends housing. 


windows continued the most popular single type for the country whole, 
but represented somewhat smaller proportion the total windows used houses started 1955 
than 1954 (table 1). Casement windows remained the second most popular type. Three newer types 
which gained importance were horizontal slide, awning, and jalousie windows. About many hori- 


zontal slide picture windows were used 1955. 


The changes window styles are much more striking within the four geographic regions than the 
national totals indicate. the West, for example, the proportion double-hung windows dropped from 
percent the total between 1954 and 1955, and picture windows also declined. their places 
increased numbers casement, horizontal slide, and jalousie windows were used. The South had 
much higher proportion double-hung windows (68 percent) than any other region 1955, but over the 
year both double-hung and casement windows decreased relative importance, while awning and 
jalousie windows tended increase. large share the latter were used southern Florida where 
concrete block-stucco house with jalousie windows dominated the architectural pattern. the 
east and North Central three most popular types 1955 were double-hung, horizontal 


slide, and casement windows. 


This information was not collected 1954. 


Information fireplaces was not collected 1954. the 1955 survey the determining factor 
ing fireplaces was the number chimneys: fireplaces served chimney were counted fireplace; 
house classified having more than fireplace would have more than chimney serving fireplaces. 
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Countrywide, the proportion houses with aluminum window frames increased from per- 
cent between 1954 and 1955. Both steel and wood frames declined relative importance, but wooden 
frames continued used about three-fifths the houses. 


The four regions showed different trends window frame materials. The shift from wooden 
aluminum frames over the year was confined the South and West, where the proportion steel frames 
remained about the same. the Northeast, wooden frames increased use with offsetting decreases 
both kinds metal frames. the North Central Region, wooden and aluminum frames gained whereas 
steel declined relative importance. 


Although all three materials are used for each type window frame, each material dominates for 
certain types. For example, the great majority the double-hung windows used 1954 and 1955 had 
wooden frames, even though over the year there was substantial increase double-hung aluminum 
frames. Wood was also the most commonly used material for picture and awning type windows. Steel 
predominated casement and basement The majority the horizontal slide, projected, 
and jalousie types had aluminum frames. 


Choice window frame material bore clear-cut relationship the selling price the houses 
surveyed 1954 and 1955. Since windows and their frames account for comparatively small fraction 
the total cost house, architectural and regional pteferences apparently dictate the fenestration 
all price ranges. 


The growing popularity flush-type interior doors continued, with the percentage new houses 
using flush doors rising from approximately 1954 1955. Although the most decided shift 
from panel flush doors over the year was the South, flush doors remained less popular there than 
other parts the country. each region the proportion houses using flush doors was lowest 
the price range below $7,000. 


Multifamily Housing 

Apartment buildings with more units provided smaller proportion new housing 1955 
than 1954. The percentage units buildings accommodating families was about the 
same both years. These multifamily structures, which supply almost all the new rental housing, 
together accounted for more than percent all nonfarm housing started the first quarter 


1955. 


More than percent the multifamily units were built the more densely populated metropoli- 
tan areas. Apartment early 1955 was confined largely the metropolitan areas New 
York, Los Angeles, Washington, San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, Dallas, Miami, and Denver. 


Because the comparatively small numbers new multifamily units, coupled with the fact that 
several hundred units single project would have many identical features, the information multi- 
family housing characteristics less diversified than that obtained for houses, though 
less representative the multifamily buildings actually being constructed. Also, only limited con- 
clusions can drawn with respect basic trends this type housing, since the change national 
figures may reflect merely the changing proportion the new rental housing started the different 
tegions which have definite architectural and building material preferences. 


Family Structures. the rental type structures housing families, units with 600 700 
square feet floor were most common both 1954 and 1955 (table 4). Next relative im- 
portance were units having 800 1,000 square feet. 


Information obtained the number basement windows was not shown table Because the 
wide regional variation the proportion houses with basements, the inclusion basement windows detracted 
from the significance the interregional comparisons other types windows. 1955, the percentages all 
windows which were basement type the four regions were follows: Northeast, 17; North Central, 
and West, 


For multifamily units; the computed floor area excludes halls, vestibules, corridors, and elevator and 
Stair wells common more units. 
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Both the 1954 and 1955 surveys indicate that about percent the new units 2-4 family 
structures had bedrooms. About fourth had only bedroom, and occasional unit had more 
bedrooms. 


TABLE CHARACTERISTICS NEW NONFARM DWELLING UNITS MULTIFAMILY STRUCTURES, 
TYPE STRUCTURE, FIRST QUARTER 1954 AND 1955 


Type structure 


Characteristics 2-4 family 5-or-more family 


1955 1954 


Number dwelling units 11, 800 600 19, 100 21, 900 
Average tloor area (square feet) 720 860 620 630 


Percent units with specified characteristics 


Floor area (square feet): All units 
Less than 400 
400 499 

500 599 
600 699 
700 799 
800 999 
1,000 1,199 
1,200 1,499 
1,500 and over 
Unknown 


bedrooms 
more bedrooms 
Unknown 


Solid brick 
Brick facing 
Concrete block 


Brick facing 
Brick and wood facing 
Wood facing 
Asbestos shingle facing 
Other 
All other construction 
Unknown 


See footnotes end table. 


100 100 100 100 
Number bedrooms: All 100 100 100 100 
tha 
Exterior wall construction: All 100 100 100 100 
Window frame material: All 100 100 100 100 
the 
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TABLE CHARACTERISTICS NEW NONFARM DWELLING UNITS MULTIFAMILY STRUCTURES, 
TYPE STRUCTURE, FIRST QUARTER 1954 AND 1955--CONTINUED 


Type structure 


Characteristics 2-4 family 5-or-more family 


Percent total windows, type 


Percentage distributions may not always total 100 due rounding. 
Included with floor-area class, 600-699 square feet. 

The few units with bedrooms are included with 1-bedroom units. 
Less than 0.5 percent. 

Includes such outer facing materials cut stone, field stone, structural tile, stucco. 

Includes such outer facing materials composition (e.g., asphalt siding and shingles), metal, stucco. 
Includes units which majority window frames, not considering basement windows, were material specified. 
Excluding basement-type windows. 

Data available only for 2-4 family and 5-or-more family units combined. 

Flankers are movable sash sides picture windows. 


COW 


Well over third these masonry buildings. the frame structures, brick facing 
and stucco (in the West) were used more frequently than wood facing. Two out five units were 
brick masonry brick-faced frame buildings. The greater use masonry for multifamily buildings 
than for 1-family houses reflects the mandatory use fire-resistant materials under provisions local 
building codes. 


Wood was used for window frames just under half the units 2-4 family buildings both 
1954 and 1955. This represents somewhat lower proportion than for houses, but higher 
proportion than for units the larger apartment houses. Fewer units 2-4 family structures had 
steel and more had aluminum frames 1955 than 1954. 


Double-hung and casement windows were the predominating types the 2-4 family buildings 
all other types structures. Picture windows--usually with flankers--were used slightly larger 
numbers than horizontal slide windows, these types together accounting for almost percent the 
total windows the small apartment buildings. 


Family Structures. The floor area units buildings designed for more families averaged 
alittle more than 600 square feet both years. 1955 there was much greater concentration units 
the 600-1,200 foot range than 1954, when there were greater numbers both very small and large 
apartments. 


Changes floor areas reflect the increased number and 2-bedroom apartments 1955 and 
corresponding drop efficiency (no bedroom) and 3-or-more bedroom units. About percent the 
apartments 5-or-more family structures started 1955 had bedrooms, compared with per- 
cent 1954. 


The proportion apartments buildings with masonry construction decreased 1955, along 
with rise units large projects with concrete framework reinforced with steel. Structures with 
these two types fireproof walls included well over half all started both 1954 and 


— 
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1955. The remainder were frame buildings, the majority having stucco facing which favored 
certain sections the West for all types housing. Most other frame apartment buildings 1955 
had brick exteriors. 

Aluminum window frames were more common the large apartment structures than any other 
types dwellings and included many horizontal-slide and jalousie-type windows. 


WATER USE THE UNITED STATES, 1900-75 


Construction public and private water-supply facilities has become increasingly impor- 
tant, and the need for continued major expansion the years ahead clearly indicated 
Water Use the United States, 1900-75--a Business Service Bulletin published recently the 
Water and Sewerage Industry and Utilities Division, Business and Defense Services Admini- 
stration, Department Commerce. 

The study provides historical data the growth water use the United States for 
1900-55, and projections through 1975, for major use categories such irrigation, rural nonfarm 
and farm homes, steam electric power, industrial and miscellaneous (including air-conditioning, 
motels and rural commercial, military, and others), and public water-supply systems. The data 
show that daily water use the United States rose gradually from 40-billion-gallon average 
1900 262 billions 1955, and estimated that 1975 daily requirements will average 
453 billion gallons. 

The bulletin provides comprehensive bibliography the subject water use and re- 
sources, table and charts illustrating water-use data during 1900-75 for major categories, and 
list water-use surveys now progress. 

Copies Water Use the United States, 1900-75, may obtained from the Depart- 
ment Commerce, Washington 25, C., from any its field offices. (See inside front 


‘cover for addresses.) Price, cents copy. 
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Portiand Cement Productive Capacity, 1955-58 


New facilities providing plant capacity produce million additional barrels Portland 
cement were completed 1955. Capacity will increased sufficiently produce another million 
barrels during 1956 when construction now under way new plants, and additions existing 
plants, completed. the end 1956, the industry will have total annual capacity about 358 
million barrels. 


These are the findings study undertaken the Bureau Mines! the request repre- 
sentatives the Portland cement industry and several Federal Government agencies determine 
the present and future capacity for the production finished Portland cement. The request was made 
because the high rate construction activity 1954 and 1955 had made such heavy demands the 
cement industry that some localities construction projects were delayed postponed because 
acute shortages cement. the same time, there were indications that the construction industry’s 
cement requirements would increase 1956. 


The outlook for demand--particularly the prospect greatly increased highway construction 
the Portland cement industry expand its building program rapidly 1954 and 
1955. Potential capacity the end 1955 exceeded 311 million barrels--about percent more than 
1946. Furthermore, the industry was operating close rated capacity 1955, compared with only 


about two-thirds rated capacity 1946. 


PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY THE PORTLAND CEMENT INDUSTRY CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES, 
QUARTERLY, 1956-58 


(Thousands barrels) 
Scheduled additions capacity 


Total 
Scheduled 
Quarter Construction under way 
planned; from capacity 
capacity not under way 
1955: Fourth quarter 311,499 
1956: First 316, 797 3,228 
Second quarter 330, 608 
Third quarter 341,632 9,407 225 
Fourth quarter 357,525 12,596 2,028 
1957: First 370, 637 7,752 
Second quarter 373,641 300 
Third quarter 375,536 1,185 
Fourth quarter 381, 136 
1958: First 383,386 
Second quarter 383,586 
Third quarter 886 
Fourth quarter 391, 886 
Source: Department Interior, Bureau Mines. Represents, January 1956, construction under way; 


plans for future construction; and planned withdrawals. 


Probable domestic consumption Portland cement 1956 placed 290 million barrels 
the basis estimates the expected volume construction additional million barrels 
expected exported. Although potential capacity the end 1956 will exceed these re- 
quirements more than million barrels, all the additional facilities will not operation the 


survey was conducted December 1955 and included every known producer Portland cement 
continental United States. Producers reported capacity which was: (a) available the end 1955; (b) 
added construction under way January 1956, new and existing plants; (c) planned and scheduled for 
completion the end 1958 but not under construction the time the survey; and (d) scheduled for with- 
drawal. 

See Estimating Demand for Portland Cement. (In Construction Review, January 1956.) 
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full year. Nevertheless, sufficiently large part the cement plant under construction will coming 
into production each quarter ease the recent tight situation. Therefore, 1956 likely charac- 
terized minor spot shortages only, which will decrease additional capacity becomes available, 
(See table.) 


the end 1957, additional facilities now under construction, well expansions planned 
but not yet started, may raise the total potential capacity the industry 381 million barrels. Other 
plans, carried out, may expand capacity almost 392 million barrels the end 1958. 


Thus, the 1955-58 program the Portland cement industry provides for increase cement 
capacity about 100 million barrels, total almost third more than 1954. This projected 
year expansion equal the total increase achieved the previous years. (See chart.) Three- 
quarters this increase capacity was either production under construction the end 1955, 


Portland Cement Production and Capacity 
Continental United States, 1920-55 
with capacity estimates for 1956-58 


Millions Barrels 


CAPACITY 


PRODUCTION 


Reside 
Nonres 
Indu: 
Educ 
Hosp 
Othe 
Milicary 
Sewer 
Public 
Conser 
All oth 


Source: 


1955 1960 


1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 
* Anticipated 1956 domestic and export requirements. 
SOURCE : U.S. DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, BUREAU OF MINES C.0. 56-11 


variety business decisions may result some delay indefinite deferment 
any the remaining 25-million barrel expansion which was only the planning stage the time 
the survey--particularly that scheduled for completion late 1958. The average lapse between the 
start construction and the beginning production operations years, and plans 
construction additional facilities may reevaluated during 1956. Such possibility should 
kept mind analyzing future supply and problems relating Portland cement. 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


NOTE: ALL THE STATISTICAL SERIES IN CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION FOR THE LATEST PERIOD SHOWN. 


Part Put Place 


Table 1.--New Construction Put Place: Current Month, Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 


Dec. 
Jan. 1954 1955 1955 


-10 


NEW 


CONSTRUCTION 
building (nonfarm) 
New dwelling 
building 
Office buildings and 
Stores, restaurants, and garages ...... 
Other nonresidential building 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Social and recreational 
Public utility ...... 
Telephone and 
Other public utility 


-14 


om 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building..... 
Hospital and 
Other nonresidential building 
facilities 
Sewer and 
Public service enterprises 
Conservation and 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Change less than one-half percent. 


Year 


1954 


1955 
+12 


ing 
ac- 
le. 
her 
an. 
126 2,410 2,073 25,768 30,250 -12 +17 
1,078 1,283 1,122 13,496 16,600 -16 +23 
975 1,160 1,030 12,070 14,990 -16 +24 
296 337 +43 +14 
654 683 543 250 7,624 +20 +22 
228 226 186 030 403 +23 +18 
249 269 189 +32 
104 107 958 +24 +18 
145 162 105 908 +38 +52 
177 188 168 008 182 
303 351 302 4,341 465 
221 267 232 333 425 
723 767 742 11,809 12,000 
290 287 342 4,641 4,225 -15 
190 186 182 134 442 +14 
365 329 +15 -10 
106 030 300 +24 +26 
165 200 155 750 100 -18 
218 279 +19 +92 +28 
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Table 2.--New Construction Put Place: Recent Monthly Trend, Type Construction 


(Value, millions dollars) 


Residential building 


Additions and alterations... 106 133 133 127 119 119 116 110 

Nonresidential building 548 558 563 592 633 668 686 714 719 717 683 654 
186 187 186 184 190 199 205 213 218 225 226 228 
189 198 207 214 236 259 277 286 303 305 296 269 249 

Office buildings and 


Stores, restaurants, 
Other nonresidential 165 165 172 184 192 195 196 177 


Farm construction 
302 297 333 357 378 396 407 421 420 415 388 351 303 
Other public utility 


PUBLIC 


Nonresidential building 342 320 349 361 374 382 387 380 372 353 318 287 290 
182 178 190 202 211 217 220 223 221 212 200 186 190 


Military facilities 


percent. NORTH percent. percent. percent. 


Conservation and 
PRI 
Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Res 
Non 
COMPOSITION REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 0 
Connecticut Illinois Delaware Alabama Arizona 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. Col. Kentucky Colorado 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi Idaho 
New Hampshire Missouri Georgia Tennessee Montana PUB 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Maryland Nevada Resi 
Vermont North Dakota Carolina Central New Mexico Nonr 
South Dakota Carolina Arkansas Utah 
Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana Wyoming High 
New Jersey Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas Pacific Sewe 
Pennsylvania California Publi 
Oregon Cons 
Washington All 
POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 1950 
Sourc 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
New Construction Put Place 
Billions Dollars Billions Dollars 
ANNUAL DATA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATE 
TOTAL 
TOTAL 
PUBLIC 
03 ; 
1935 1940 1945 1954 1955 1956 
123 SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS COMMERCE LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 
290 
190 
Table 3.--New Construction Put Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, Type Construction 
(Value, millions dollars) 
165 
PRIVATE 28,800 30,540 30, 936 31,092 31, 188 30,612 29, 832 29, 268 25, 768 30, 250 
Stores, restaurants, 
All other 204 156 156 144 144 132 132 144 120 121 161 
Residential building 288 264 240 240 240 252 252 240 252 336 261 
Public service enterprises 204 264 288 336 360 348 348 348 396 218 279 
Conservation and 660 636 600 576 528 516 516 540 552 704 595 
All other 156 144 144 156 168 180 168 156 144 148 155 
Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 
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Table 4.--New Construction Put Place: Value 1947-49 Prices, Type Construction 


(Millions dollars) 


Type construction 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 28,931 30,912 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 19,433 20,934 
Residential building (nonfarm) 840 
Nonresidential building 4,655 
Industrial 807 
Office buildings and 
warehouses 640 
Stores, restaurants, and garages. 857 
Other nonresidential 1,351 
Farm construction 484 
Public 362 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 9,498 
Residential building 459 
Nonresidential building 3,531 
Industrial 434 
Educational 397 
Hospital and institutional 297 
Other nonresidential building .... 403 
Military facilities 1,105 
Highway 
Sewer and water 681 
Public service enterprises 146 
Conservation and development 639 
All other public 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 


New Construction Put Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 


Billions Dollars 
3.0 


MONTHLY DATA 


1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 1955 


‘SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-8 


Year 
13, 382 
895 
473 
687 
1,175 
181 
113 
939 
281 213 
296 
253 586 
289 255 
505 567 
872 1,070 
867 
770 
156 191 
520 422 
109 110 
Chort 
ANNUAL DATA 
20 4 2.0 
i 
PUBLIC 
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Table 5.--New Public Construction Put Place, Source Funds, Ownership, ond Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) change 


Source funds, 
ownership, and 1956 Jan. 1956 from— 


TOTAL PUBLIC 
Federal 
Direct Federal 
Federal grants-in-ai 
State and funds 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential building 
building .... 
Industrial 
Educational 
Hospital 
Other nonresidential 
Military facilities 
Highway 
Conservation and development 
All other federally owned 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 

Residential building 

Nonresidential 
Educational 


Sewer and 
All other State and locally owned 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover highways, schools, 
hospitals, airports, and community facilities. 


Year 
1954 
1955 
+ 


Part Housing 


Table 6.--New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, Ownership, Location, and Type Structure 


Ownership Location Type structure 


Metro- Units 2-or-more family structures 
politan politan houses All 5-or-more 
family 


NUMBER NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 


Period Total 


Private 


(3) 
(3) 
(3) 
(3) (3) 
(3) (3) 
(3) (3) 
(3) 
(3) (3) 
51.9 90.6 
(4) (4) 


68.1 9.3 3.6 
66.9 11.0 3.9 7.1 
86.8 13.7 5.0 8.7 
96.8 12.1 4.7 7.4 
99.7 15.4 5.1 10.3 
98.9 13.3 4.4 8.9 
91.5 13.1 3.8 9.3 
83.5 10.8 3.6 
77.2 
64.5 
2.8 53.7 


PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 


98.8 1.2 
99.6 
98.1 1.9 
96.5 
96.9 3.1 
94.8 5.2 
96.8 3.2 
98.5 1.5 7.4 
98.6 1.4 
99.2 76.9 87.7 3.5 6.8 
99.7 77.7 89.4 6.5 
74.4 87.8 4.3 7.9 
99.1 76.3 88.0 4.4 7.6 
98.9 73.3 90.8 3.6 5.6 
1.8 72.5 88.8 3.7 
97.5 73.4 90.1 3.3 6.6 
99.4 72.0 92.6 3.2 4.2 
98. 1.9 73.4 89.5 3.0 
98.9 72.7 90.6 6.3 
99.6 
December 
Source: Department Labor. Data urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available upon request. Annual data 


not available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. Not available before January 1954. Tabulations showing the 
units 2-family and 3-or-more family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. Not yet available. 


Decemb 
1955: January 
Februar 
March 
May 
June ..... 
July 
August 
October 
Novemb 
Decemb 
change 
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Table 7.--New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Rate 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) 


Housing Starts 
(Annual and Monthly) 
Adjusted Annual Rate Dwelling Units 


Private Housing Starts 


Total Housing Starts 
Unadjusted 


1955 


a 6° ¢. 


NOV. DEC. 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D.-56-10-C 


667 679 694 735 803 854 923 1,029 1,089 1,064 962 
762 925 1,015 1,000 1,008 986 912 886 838 827 812 
745 792 879 920 950 976 1,035 1,108 1,187 1,259 1,266 
1,333 1,192 1,093 955 984 942 914 946 1,049 1,036 973 978 
1955 1,416 1,370 1,367 1,350 1,362 1,371 1,283 1,310 1,251 1,242 1,203 1,187 
Source: Department Labor. 
Chart 
elling Units 
1,500 1955 1,500 
data 
the 
JAN. FEB. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. 
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Table 8.--New Private Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 


(1) 


Percent change, 1954 1955 


Source: Department Labor. Not yet available. 


Table 9.--New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, Region 


Percent 
change, 

first months 
1954-55 


Northeast 
North Central.... 


Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below table 


Source: Department Labor. 


Chart 


Housing Starts 
(Regional Trends) 


Thousands ‘of Dwelling Units 


WORTH 


1954 1955 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT LABOR 


1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
Number new dwelling units (in thousands) 
35.6 38.0 34.4 248.9 288.0 +15.7 
ow 
/ 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
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Table 10.--New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units: Mortgages Applied for, Appraisals Requested, and Units Started 
Under FHA and Programs 


FHA-assisted units Nonfarm dwelling units started 


Started appraisal Started FHA- VA- 
(in thousands) requests (in thousands) total assisted assisted 


NUMBER DWELLING UNITS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 


164, 365 


627, 927 
268, 740 


323, 923 226, 299 
327, 323 251, 437 
383, 334 


314, 868 620, 776 


1954: December ...... 24, 594 44,251 
1955: 26, 067 46, 204 
28, 548 64, 192 

33,412 65, 856 
31,111 69, 280 

51,412 


Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Federal Housing Administration (HHF and the Veterans 
Administration. Not available. Change less than one-half percent. 


11.--Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings $20,000 Less: Number ond Average Amount, and Total Amount Type Lender 


Total amount (in millions dollars) recorded 


Savings ial Mutual 
and loan Insurance ommercia savings 
associations banks banks 


Average 
amount 
(dollars) 


1954: 
1955: 


November...... 


Perceat change 


Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Home Loan Bank Board 


350 
300 141.3 100 
26.1 100 
34.5 100 
39.5 100 
37.4 100 
September...... 23, 840 24.7 45, 063 33.4 100 
October 19, 836 18.8 43, 143 34.8 100 
13, 683 16.2 24, 892 21.6 100 
5 
sands) 
3,028 5,950 18, 018 452 420 600 137 2,758 2,651 
3,140 594 20, 707 7,528 3,819 3,811 
3,620 26, 296 9,752 1,691 3,094 
307 7,004 148 757 177 399 147 246 420 
318 7,131 267 784 191 420 158 252 462 
284 7,120 2,024 688 165 379 128 246 419 
277 7,077 1,958 702 151 365 116 228 396 
343 7,153 455 928 174 458 134 303 459 
328 182 900 165 456 136 276 424 
950 163 482 153 286 449 
2,636 1,024 174 516 171 301 449 
2,463 953 161 472 168 283 425 
August.......... 366 362 2,697 060 163 541 179 310 463 
September...... 342 7,377 946 155 505 168 292 456 
326 387 835 153 505 167 285 441 
314 765 152 499 171 285 443 
0-0 


Part Permits 


Table 12.--Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, Type Building 


Valuation (in millions dollars) 


18, 872.7 
17, 221.9 


Percent 

change, 
Dec. 

54-55 


Type building 


New dwelling units 721.6 
Number new dwelling units (70, 008) 
New nonresidential building 467.5 


Commercial 154.8 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 70.6 

All other commercial buildings 84.2 
All other nonresidential buildings 61.0 
Additions, alterations, and 118.1 


Source: Department Labor. Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. 


Building Permit Activity 
Millions Dollars 
250 

TYPE BUILDING 


Millions Dollars 
CLASS BUILDING 


BUILDING 


THER COMMERCIAL BUILDING 


1954 1955 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-E | 


1954 1955 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 


16, 475.9 -12 
1,671.8 
915.8 729.4 854.5 -19 
462.2 389.9 546.0 5,015.5 
141.2 143.1 1,591.4 -17 
82.0 70.3 995.0 859.5 
59.2 72.8 835.9 731.9 
79.7 50.8 828.7 +18 
81.5 56.9 951.5 +35 
1,500 
150 
bo 
4 INDUSTRIAL BUILDING | 
ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, REPAIRS 
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Table 13.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Class Construction, Type Building, and Region 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent 
change, 


UNITED STATES 


New dwelling umits 10, 927.1 +20 
New nonresidential building 5.6 5,161.4 +12 
Amusement buildings 5.0 6.4 6.7 90.6 
Commercial 4.3 8.1 3.2 56.7 +10 
Gasoline and service stations 10.8 12.3 9.9 110.9 +18 
41.8 32.5 64.4 400.8 +24 
Stores and other mercantile 79.6 82.0 70.6 +18 
Community buildings 139.0 159.7 159.5 1,729.4 
Educational buildings 80.6 90.5 1,074.1 
buildings 28.5 39.4 16.3 316.0 
Religious buildings 29.8 29.8 33.7 +10 
Garages, private residential 13.0 20.0 12.6 +14 
Industrial 42.1 79.7 92.1 +26 
Public 36.3 19.7 19.6 
Public utilities 12.7 20.6 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 14.5 21.2 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 08.7 150.2 


Commercial buildings 29.0 323.6 
Amusement buildings 1.1 1.2 1.7 19.9 
Commercial 1.1 1.0 17.0 
Gasoline and service 2.2 1.9 2.2 1.8 19.5 
Office 14.2 7.1 8.3 35.6 113.6 
Stores and other mercantile 14.8 22.0 17.3 153.5 
Community 26.9 45.4 24.3 38.3 396.7 
Educational 16.4 21.9 16.3 249.2 
Institutional buildings ... 2.3 2.3 79.4 
Religious 5.2 9.3 5.7 7.9 68.2 
Garages, private residential 3.1 5.2 4.0 3.1 36.6 
Industrial 10.0 13.9 20.8 19.8 145.8 
16.4 3.2 2.3 4.5 88.1 
Public 2.0 6.3 2.5 3.4 28.9 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 4.8 5.0 1.7 36.0 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 23.5 2.6 6.6 6.5 316.3 


All building construction 386.1 559.8 493.9 385.8 510.6 
New nonresidential building 118.1 164.7 167.8 138.9 374.9 
Commercial 35.2 35.9 44.4 36.9 405.8 
Amusement buildings 1.2 1.2 2.2 27.1 
Commercial 1.3 5.8 1.1 21.9 
Gasoline and service 4.3 3.6 2.7 36.0 
Office 11.2 12.2 10.1 13.8 99.5 
Stores and other mercantile 16.9 22.8 17.8 221.2 
Community 42.6 62.8 61.6 55.5 491.8 
Educational 32.3 42.0 26.1 39.6 311.2 
Institutional 8.1 25.2 6.1 77.6 
Religious 8.3 12.7 10. 9.8 103. 
Garages, residential 6.1 13.5 11.2 6.0 79.4 
Industrial buildings 14.2 37.0 34.6 32.4 195.4 
13.1 5.3 2.0 67.9 
Public utilities 3.6 3.7 86.6 

All other nonresidential buildings .... 3.3 3.1 2.9 2.4 
Additions, alterations, and 28.4 41.9 42.3 28.5 380.6 


See footnotes end table. 


Northeast 
+17 
378.0 +17 
15.6 
14.9 -12 
21.5 +10 
+31 
176.6 
410.2 
270.7 
55.4 
84.3 +24 
38.7 
179.4 +23 
47.6 
41.3 +15 
343.0 
North 
423.8 +20 
342.6 +23 
+19 
467.7 +15 
30.3 +12 
23.0 
40.7 +13 
118.3 +19 
255.7 +16 
+22 
+18 
+47 
118.7 +15 
95.6 +20 
289.3 +48 
69.9 
83.3 
25.3 
424.1 +11 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table 13.--Building Permit Activity: Class Construction, Type Building, and Region 


Valuation (in millions dollars) 
change, 


Soath 


All building construction 


New nonresidential building 116.0 103.9 
Amusement buildings 1.6 1.9 2.2 
Gasoline 3.3 4.2 4.1 3.4 
Stores and other mercantile bidgs.. 21.5 22.8 22.2 16.6 
Community 50.2 40.2 39.6 31.4 
Educational 20.9 26.0 28.0 18.6 
Institutional buildings 19.7 6.7 2.4 2.4 
Religious 9.6 9.2 10.4 
Garages, private residential 1.4 1.9 1.8 
Industrial 5.9 13.8 12.2 24.1 
Public 2.5 3.5 10. 9.7 
Public 2.3 7.9 6.6 6.2 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 2.1 3.7 0.2 
Additions, and 29.1 35.5 8.7 4.9 


349.2 
New nonresidential 86.0 96.5 
Commercial buildings 36.3 32.7 
Gasoline and service 2.0 2.3 2.4 
Stores and other mercantile 25.7 19.4 20. 18.9 
Community 19.2 22.9 34.1 34.3 
Educational 11.0 18.8 23.1 
Religious 6.8 3.0 4.5 
Garages, private residential 2.4 3.1 2.0 
Industrial 12.0 12.9 12.1 15.9 
Public utilities buildings 4.9 3.5 3.8 2.5 
All other nonresidential buildings...... 4.2 5.6 4.7 5.6 
Additions, alterations, and 27.8 34.6 32.6 


Source: Department Labor. Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution are shown helow table 
cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. Change less than one-half percent. 


Table 14.--Building Permit Activity: Number Nonresidential Buildings, Type Building 


Type building 


Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Educational 
Garages, private 
Gasoline and service 
Industrial 
Institutional buildings 
Office 
Religious 
Stores other mercantile bidgs. .... 


Source: Department Labor. 


2,535.4 +18 
427.8 +14 
24.6 +26 
10.5 18.1 +72 
42.7 +27 
110.0 124.3 +13 
248.9 272.2 
495.7 465.1 
265.6 264.7 (4) 
116.7 79.1 
113.4 121.3 
16.5 18.0 
161.8 141.0 -13 
72.1 101.4 +41 
42.8 79.7 +86 
44.2 +16 
365.5 425.0 +16 
West 
t 
158 155 249 1,122 206 185 165 129 199 
303 208 193 167 221 157 230 218 233 199 
321 305 536 516 642 486 403 450 350 335 
782 756 971 972 946 826 945 866 833 701 
875 1,283 1,131 236 231 1,253 1,198 
461 433 631 566 674 610 631 765 566 536 
503 415 498 515 591 505 525 479 447 427 
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Table 15.--Building Permit Activity: and Number New Units, Type 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region 


units only) 


Valuation (in millions dollars) 


Number dwelling units 
First months 
1955 


All new dwelling units.. 089, 330 
Privately owned 1,074, 565 

5-or-more family .... 67, 368 


Publicly owned 14, 765 


All new dwelling units.. 229, 601 
Privately owned 220, 960 

2-4 family 886 
5-or-more family .... 21,219 


Publicly owned 641 


All new dwelling 286, 674 
Privately owned 
266, 022 

5-or-more family .... 398 
Publicly owned 478 


All new dwelling units.. 275,370 

Privately owned 272, 504 289, 861 

2-4 12, 622 12,311 

5-or-more family .... 14,099 
Publicly owned 866 1,30 


All new dwelling units.. 
Privately 280, 548 
242, 196 

2-4 14, 700 
5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned 12.9 343 


Source: Department Labor. Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below Less 
than $50,000. 


Chart 


Building Permit Activity 


Regions 


Millions Dollars 
600 


NORTH CENTRAL 


NORTHEAST 


1955 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D 56-10-F 


west 
| 
q 
q 
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Table 16.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Location and State 
(Millions dollars) 


First months Percent 
change, 
mos. 


1954-55 


Metropolitan areas 3.0 
Nonmetropolitan 0.7 
16.8 11.2 5.8 
3.8 4.0 6.4 
26.8 27.9 24.4 
28.2 31.3 30.6 34.1 23.9 
4.5 8.1 3.6 6.3 
District Columbia. 3.2 4.9 3.3 7.8 6.2 
60.8 56.8 76.8 57.4 67.6 
18.8 28.8 28.6 21.9 16.2 
3.2 3.0 3.2 4.1 3.2 +20 
Illinois 87.9 109.2 137.7 135.3 +35 
Indiana 33.0 38.2 29.7 40.9 30. +11 
12.0 16.2 16.9 15.3 17.4 +36 
12.9 12.9 13.7 12.1 30. +36 
Kentucky 10.4 22.8 17.4 13.0 
Louisiana 17.6 19.9 25.4 24.5 +39 
Maryland 39.8 39.2 41.3 37.4 30.8. +27 
38. 46.9 35.9 40.8 43.2 +19 
101.5 101.1 124.3 109.9 109.1 +15 
Minnesota 34.5 33.7 45.9 43.5 32.0 +19 
Mississippi 4.8 4.0 4.3 3.9 3.9 -13 
2.9 4.8 4.8 5.3 3.8 +14 
New Hampshice ..... 2.2 6.3 6.7 3.2 2.8 +84 
New Jersey 61.7 85.2 64.7 77.0 76.1 +24 
5.8 5.9 7.6 5.9 +20 
109.4 121.6 116.5 113.1 113.1 
North Carolina 12.8 18.8 18.8 16.5 +21 
North 3.9 3.2 3.5 5.0 2.8 +24 
11.4 12.9 14.9 9.7 8.7 +14 
Pennsylvania 61.8 76.6 74.3 81.9 65.3 +18 
Rhode Island 3.1 3.7 4.1 3.4 3.1 
South Caroliaa 6.7 7.0 9.8 6.6 +47 
2.8 4.4 4.3 3.6 +22 
Tennessee 20.5 20. 22.6 15.5 16.0 
92.6 88.1 87.5 76.2 83.0 +16 
16.7 9.3 15.0 8.0 9.3 +15 
Vermont 3.2 2.0 +30 
Virginia 39.8 33.5 42.5 +13 
39.3 36.1 32.6 25.7 +11 
11.6 5.4 5.4 7.0 6.9 
Wisconsin 41.5 43.9 37.0 42.3 +11 
2.7 2.9 2.0 1.4 1.2 


Source: Department Labor. 
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7 
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Table 17.--Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


change, 
Metropolitan areas 74, 329 77,725 85, 860 74,831 69, 590 297 808, 610 
Nonmetropolitan areas 19,686 23, 297 20, 425 22,255 21,579 19,838 181,776 210, 712 


California 
Colorado 


Connecticut 
Delaware 
District Columbia 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


Source: Department Labor. Change less than one-half percent. 


264 1,188 1,141 10,772 11, 976 +11 
1,095 766 883 628 11, 808 +23 
349 301 278 334 257 349 396 662 
1,727 544 1,823 1,484 15,346 17,671 +15 
2,091 888 1,520| 1,443 1,186 14,872 15,685 
433 528 550 188 460 412 3,307 806 +15 
308 287 192 107 150 117 605 
116 181 147 189 237 133 352 705 +26 
829 337 895 952 821 813 6,731 8,645 
956 100 956 926 707 643 9,030 287 
788 182 163 1,221 844 9,539 11,282 +18 
152 136 146 164 168 088 317 +21 
2,044 816 069 060 578 066 18, 882 22, 268 +18 
329 379 312 293 357 265 543 226 
231 204 213 198 198 1,599 +18 
602 610 522 572 412 438 4,516 260 +16 
470 374 257 300 4,207 307 -21 
145 206 230 235 201 422 1,975 +39 
892 163 995 1,046 1,015 10,369 11, 631 +12 
222 175 161 180 211 188 1,519 560 
699 914 768 679 500 6,765 954 
South 440 467 414 426 395 484 4,069 +15 
South 202 322 207 224 246 258 1,835 +17 
West 273 323 300 307 311 242 545 850 +12 
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Table 18.--Building Permit Activity: Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Millions dollars) 


First months Percent 


Metropolitan area 

1954-55 
11.2 15.9 19.0 21.3 14.6 9.4 
27.1 22.2 19.5 17.2 17.0 +20 
Birmingham, Ala. 6.2 6.8 6.3 7.3 5.8 +39 
22.4 28.5 24.3 18.7 18.1 23.8 +15 
13.3 19.0 19.8 14.2 16.2 13.4 +11 
80.1 115.3 97.3 122.5 112.9 93.2 +34 
22.9 36.4 35.9 40.2 36.4 29.3 +28 
11.6 16.1 13.3 27.9 11.0 9.6 +26 
17.0 14.5 12.7 13.9 11.8 15.3 
73.3 79.8 66.3 85.5 69.9 +14 
Indianapolis, 16.3 10.7 11.2 8.4 11.0 7.8 
Los Angeles, 104.7 141.5 117.5 162.5 120.6 123.3 +24 
6.4 8.0 7.0 5.3 4.2 5.3 
25.1 26.5 16.4 28.4 17.0 22.6 +17 
16.5 15.7 15.7 19.3 12.5 15.7 
8.5 8.6 7.3 9.1 7.0 6.6 +16 
5.5 9.2 8.6 6.1 6.2 +35 
Lake City, 7.4 4.4 8.5 4.6 4.8 
Diego, 9.1 18.7 13.7 13.9 12.4 12.4 +13 
San Francisco-Oakland, 38. 45.0 56.8 49.4 39.4 42.0 +26 
16.0 15.5 14.1 18.6 13.9 10.7 +14 
Washington, 20. 60. 27.1 29.9 31.6 27.7 


Source: Department Labor. 


Table 19.--Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Selected Metropolitan 


(Housekeeping only) 


Metropolitan area 


+30 
+26 
Columbus, 
+12 

Los Angeles, Calif. +10 
New York-Northeastern New Jerse 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, 
Salt Lake City, ....... 


Source: Department Labor. Change less than one-half percent. 


change, 


1954-55 


| 
June Aug. Sept. 
q 
3 
| 
H 


and type building 


Table 20.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation Selected Metropolitan Areas 
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Class Construction and Type Building 
October 1955 dollars) 


Mass. Ohio 


Source: Department Labor. 


All building construction 850 589 
New nonresidential building 248 
Commercial 292 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service 
184 
Stores and other mercantile 
Community 708 
Educational buildings.. 708 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 193 
Industrial 
Public utilities 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions, alterations, and 1,058 
Colo. Mich. New Jerse 
All building construction 121, 088 
New dwelling 83, 268 
Commercial buildings 282 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 189 
Gasoline and service 469 
752 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community 
Educational 4,611 
Institutional buildings 1,631 
Religious 1,071 
Garages, private residential 944 
Industrial 
Public 465 
Public utilities 509 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 414 
Ariz. 
All building construction 
New dwelling 17, 790 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial 
Amusement 
Commercial garages 193 
Gasoline and service 
Stores and other mercantile 374 
Community 
Educational 885 
Institutional 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 235 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 451 
All other nonresidential buildings..... 
‘Additions, alterations, and 


Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping 


mos, mbus, 
7 2 
5 
+24 
+17 
+16 
+35 
+13 
+26 
+14 
erceat & 
hange, 
954-55 
+12 
+10 
-10 
-ll 
+21 
+9 


Part Awards 


Table 21.--Contract Awards: Public Construction, Ownership and Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) 

change, 

type construction 


‘ALL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 


OWNED 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building ..... 
Educational. 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and general 
Other nonresidential building 
Airfield building 
Industrial 
Troop housing 
Warehouses 


~ 


- 

w 


Conservation and development 
Highway 

Electric power 

All other federally owned 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building ..... 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and 
Other nonresidential building 
Highway 
Sewerage systems ... 
Water supply facilities 
Utilities 
Electric power 
All other and locally 


orn 
NK 


WN ROWOWNN NE 


Source: Commerce and Labor. Includes major force-account projects started, principally TVA and State highway de- 
partments. not shown separately are included the appropriate category. Less than $50,000. Percent increase 
exceeds 300. Change less than one-half percent. Includes contract for the weather station. 


Table Awards: Highway Construction, Ownership, Source Funds, and Type Facility 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent 
change, 


Ownership, source funds, First months first 
and type facility months 


1954-55 

‘ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
FEDERALLY OWNED 
STATE OWNED 
Federally aided projects: 

Total value: 

Federal funds 
Independent State projects: 


Total value 
Toll facilities 


LOCALLY OWNED 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes force-account work started Federal and State 
and counties. 


71.4 
4.1 56.7 +52 
7.7 95.2 +19 
29.0 245.8 
(5) 
16.0 234.3 +30 
2.8 53.3 -4 
1.4 29.2 
12.1 14.3 244.8 198. -19 
16.1 19.4 15.5 14.0 16.9 10.5 224.6 181.9 -19 
23.7 27.3 26.5 39.4 37.0 35.7 58.8 263.8 358.4 +36 
15.8 57.5 28.0 40.3 24.2 29.2 26.2 155.0 401.4 +159 
11.6 36.7 4.7 21.1 9.7 15.4 18.5 77.9 235.5 +202 
4.2 20.8 23.3 19.2 14.5 13.8 77.1 165.9 +115 
9.1 10.7 9.7 16.3 13.8 6.6 105.4 +12 
157.1 89.0 102.0 93.1 94.0 99.8 117.7 +15 
. . . . . . Res 
31.3 84.7 30.0 45.2 38.8 41.8 40.7 395.8 553.4 +40 Non 
Pub 
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Chart 
Contracts Awarded Public 
Construction 
Millions Dollars 
OWNERSHIP 
SELECTED TYPES CONSTRUCTION 
-19 
HIGHWAY 
+2 EDUCATIONAL 
+36 
SEWER 
+12 
TP MAMIE MARTHA BAM 6.8. 6.88 
1953 1954 1955 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
fercent 
hange, 
irst 
nonths 
Table 23.--Contracts Awarded Eastern States 
Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 
23, 745 
Nonresidential +10 
+18 


0" 


Compiled Department Commerce from data reported Dodge Corporation. 


Part V--Costs 


Table 24.--Construction Cost 


Indexes (1947-49 100) 


Compiler and coverage 


American Appraisal Company 
Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings 
Commercial and factory buildings 
Engineering News-Record (as Jan. 1): 
Construction 


Department Commerce composite 


Source: Department Commerce. composite cost indexes representative the major types construction, weighted the 
relative importance each type. 


Table Wholesale Prices Building Materials, Selected Classes 


Percent 
change, 
December 


‘ALL BUILDING MATERIALS 
LUMBER AND PRODUCTS: 


Southern pine 
Other softwoods .... 


++ + + 


PAINT AND PAINT MATERIALS. 


METAL PRODUCTS: 

Plumbing equipment 
Enameled iron 
Vitreous china fixtures 

Heating equipment 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 
Concrete ingredients 

Concrete 
clay 
Gypsum 
Insulation 


MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS: 
Kitchen cabinets, metal 


Source: Department Labor. 


NVYVONNWW DA & 


107.3 


118.2 
125.2 


Includes items not shown separately. 


mi 


Indexes (1947-49 100) 
Commodity 
132.3 134.1 134.7 132.4 130.1 130.8 122.9 110.9] 125.5 
113.6 115.3 116.6 117.0 117.4 116.8 118.4 114.3 
138.2 138.4 138.6 138.5 138.5 137.7 129.9 131.6 
157.5 157.5 157.5 157.5 157.5 157.5 134.9 141.9] 146.2 
129.3 131.9 131.9 131.9 131.9 131.9 122.6 129.2] 129.2 
117.3 123.0 122.9 123.1 124.1 124.1 123.0 111.7] 111.7 


AS 
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Table 26.--Wholesale Prices Selected Building 


Commodity 
LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, No. 25% No. green, S4S, R.L., mixed 
Boards, No. 25% No. green, S4S, R.L., loose, mixed 
pine: 
Dimension No. and better, dry, S.L., S4S, ft. 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. common, R.L., 4S, 
Oak, red, flooring, plain, thick, face, Select, ft. 
LLWORK 
Door, Douglas fir, interior, plywood panels, f.0.b. factory 
Door frame, ponderosa pine, exterior, casing, with sill, factory Each 
Window, ponderosa pine, 2-light, check rail, open, 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, ft. 
BOARD 
Insulation, fiber, interior, plant, freight equalized sq. ft. 
PREPARED PAINT 
Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, delivered 
Varnish, floor, first grade, 
Enamel, white, gloss, first grade, 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, delivered 
Outside, white, first grade, delivered 
METAL PRODUCTS 
Structural shapes, carbon steel, angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. A-7, 

Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, rounds 30’ long with 10% shorts, 

spec. ASTM A-15, base quantity, 100 
Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, gage wide long, commercial 

coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, f.0.b. 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

nominal, random lengths, wt, 228 100 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8-penny, common, mill 100 heg 
Soil pipe, cast iron, single and double hub, service pipe, extra heavy, 

foundry, index number (1947-49 Ton 
Aluminum sheets, 3003-H14, hard alloy, mill finish, 30,000 Ibs. 

over, f.0.b. shipping point, freight allowed Pound 
Copper water tubing, type size, thick, 2,000 ft. more 

coils (0. 455 per linear ft.), mill, freight allowed 
Wire, building, type size 12, single braid, destination, freight prepaid 

Screening, insect, bronze wire, 18x14 mesh, wide, 

PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 
Bath enameled iron, 5’, recessed, factory, freight allowed Each 
Lavatory, enameled iron, plant, freight allowed 
Water closet, vitreous china, close coupled, reverse trap, plant, freight 

Sink, enameled steel, flat rim, acid resisting, 

without drainboard, plant, freight allowed 


See footnotes end table. 


$71. 232 


67.310 


81. 474 


79. 360 


197.414 


56. 000 


4.528 
9.351 
1.665 


80. 807 
67. 167 


55. 500 
3.778 


956 
348 


867 
5.313 
7.690 
16. 366 


19.971 
8.618 


$0. 393 
17.510 
31.320 
24.60 


16. 634 


$74. 116 


68. 273 
82. 108 


83.871 
80. 683 


80. 130 


197.414 
190. 904 


55. 000 
52. 000 


4.528 
9.351 


80. 807 
70. 660 


500 


399 
3.778 


867 
5.313 
7.690 
16. 366 


19.971 
8.618 


(111. 
$0. 393 


319 


17.510 
29.673 


55.113 
13.500 


24.392 


16.634 


39. 


1954 


$70. 380 


67. 102 
70. 723 


80. 333 
78.021 


72.070 


171. 907 
179. 048 


55. 000 
47.000 


829 
9.214 


80. 807 
70. 660 


Nov. 
ge, 
nber 
4.497 
4.342 
7.815 
(108. 
qi) 
24.540 
53.841 
12.858 
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Table 26.--Wholesale Prices Selected Building 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 


Boiler, heating, steel, oil fired, steam rating 400 sq. ft., less burner, 

with jacket and standard trim, factory, freight allowed $186. 618 
Convector, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating sq. ft., E.D.R., 


Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, oil fired, forced air, gun-type burner, average bonnet output 
BTU per hr., factory, freight allowance 
Steel, gas fired, standard automatic controls, average input rating 
85, 000-110, 000 BTU per hr., enclosing jacket, f.o.b. factory, 


252. 052 


167.080 


Furnace, floor, gas fired, floor grill, average input rating BTU 
per hr., manual controls, 56. 967 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft 2-1/2 gal. per hr., 
thermostat, limit and stack controls, 245 
Water heater, gas, automatic, 30-gal. storage tank, galvanized steel, 


l-year guarantee, f.0.b. factory, freight allowed 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 

Gravel, for concrete, maximum, f.0.b. 375 
Crushed stone, for concrete, maximum, plant 549 
Pipe, concrete, culvert, reinforced, 24’’ diameter, ASTM spec. C76-41 table 

Brick, face, red, first quality, textured, f.0.b. 36. 807 
Sewer pipe, vitrified clay, diameter, lengths, standard strength, Foot 
Lath, gypsum, f.0.b. plant, freight equalized 24.010 
Wallboard, gypsum, varying lengths, plant, freight equalized 31.850 
Plaster, gypsum, base coat, plant, freight equalized 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, 210 factory, freight allowance 
Lime, hydrated, building, finishing, 17.914 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. freight equalized.. 


Source: Department Labor. Not available. 


Table Union Hourly Wage Rates the Building Trades, Trade 


(1947-49 100) 


available. 


Source: Department Labor, 


enciosure 
| 
125.1 126. 124.6 126.8 124.4 125.3 121.0 128.6 
131.6 130.0 131.1 132.0 130. 125.4 
136.4 135.3 135.9 134.5 132.5 132.3 144.4 
141.2 137.8 140. 139.0 139.9 136.5 150.9 
138.0 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
138.0 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
*Estimated. 


Table 28.--Union Wage Scales the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range Rates, Trade, and Average Rate City 
(As January 1956) 
ALL PLACES: 
Cents-per-bour increas 
079 Charleston, Va. 400 12.925 3.050 1.925 


Charlotte, ....... 225 600 1.750 2.250 1.175 


Milwaukee, Wis. 250 2.990 600 2.225 
Mobile, 410 *2. 700 *2. 600 200 
Montgomery, 875 250 2.625 350 500 1.000 


See footnotes end table. 
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Table 28.--Union Wage Scales the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range Rates, 
Trade, and Average Rate 


(As of January 3, 1956) 


Nashville, Tenn. 
New Haven, Conn. ... 

New Orleans, La. ..... 

New York, 

Oklahoma City, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Pa. 
Portland, Maine 

Portland, Oreg. 
Providence, 
Raleigh, 
Reading, 
Rochester, 


Rock Island, 
Sale Lake City, Utah 

San Antonio, 
San Diego, Calif. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Schenectady, 


oo 


n 
N 


Seattle, Wash. 
Shreveport, 
Sioux Falls, Dak. 
South Bend, Ind. 
Spokane, Wash. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Syracuse, 
Tampa, 
Toledo, Ohio 


w 
* 


ww 
wo 
oo 


N 

w 
N 


Washington, 
Wichita, 
Wilmington, Del. 
Worcester, 
Youngstown, Ohio 


N 


ww 
N 


ao 


Source: Department Labor. *Represents increase rates between 1955 and January 1956. Indicates cor- 

rection rate reported for previous quarter. union scale effect. Includes Rock Island and Moline, and Davenport, 
Union scale not reported. note: Coverage this table has been expanded include additional localities which are shown 
for the first time this issue Construction Review. 


850 650 650 350 850 500 800 
250 750 250 750 250 100 200 
550 500 075 850 3.650 800 
500 400 1.750 500 500 (2) 
200 100 400 3.075 1.850 
3.335 200 890 335 340 
135 
300 
150 
3.125 875 
300 
500 200 
3.750 175 
750 775 
250 
950 
400 370 
500 410 
250 650 
500 095 
400 270 
925 
13, 325 175 
2.950 400 175 
435 250 445 
3.350 3.375 
750 
500 
500 2.713 863 
150 880 130 
450 1.725 


Part 


Chort Indexes Materials Output 


Selected Groups Construction Materials 
index 


Index 
! 


November 
November 1955 


150 


states 


LUMBER PAINT PORTLAND ASPHALT HEATING IRON AND CLAY 
AND WOOO VARNISH AND CEMENT PRODUCTS AND PLUMBING STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
PRODUCTS LACQUER EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS PROOUCTS 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. - CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 5G-10-H 


Table 29.--Construction Materials: Indexes Output 


average 1947-49 100) 
Moathly Indexes 


Paint, varnish, and 

Portland cement 
Asphalt products 
Heating and plumbing 

Iron and steel products 
Clay construction products.. 


Quarterly Indexes 


Gypsum products 158.9 168.9 173.7 180. 
Plumbing fixtures 101.4 133.5 141.3 128. 
Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce from data reported various Government agencies and private firms 
shown notes the tables following. 


Nov. 


124.6 
128.3 


94.0 
148.9 
110.0 


149.6 
134.9 
145.1 


50 
175 
875 
nport, 
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Lumber and Wood Products 


Index Production 
Index (1947-49 =100) Index 
200 200 


12-MONTH 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0. 56-10-1 


Table 30.--Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Douglas fir Insulating 
Softwood lumber Hardwood flooring plywood Hardboard 


(Million board feet) (Thousand board (Million (Tons) 
square feet) 


117 1,001, 672 86, 396, 219 

months ending: 
September 1955 267, 395 265, 038 1,092,740 
November 272, 623 265, 292 1,101,633 532,395 


102, 146 98, 488 89, 164 
97,476 98, 885 43,641 
93, 925 94, 946 39,722 
110, 093 111,090 97, 328 

104, 293 108, 160 87, 850 

109, 546 109, 787 92, 160 

116, 072 116, 682 

103,278 

114,156 113,495 102, 681 

109,338 110,585 95, 722 


First mos., 1954-55 +12 +12 +10 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the National Lumber Manufacturers Association, 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau the Census. Change less than one-half percent. 


= 


150 
1947 1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 
1955: 309 2,311 5,238 
038 2,962 4,952 
728 2,605 6,665 
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Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 
Index Production for Trade Sales 
200 200 


MOVING 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-J 


Table 31.--Millwork and Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer: Production 
(Thousands units) Thousands gallons) 
Period fir 
Sash Paint, varnish, lacquer 
288 


1947-49 average 11, 246 266, 701 

3,522 11,054 271, 235 

months ending: 
August 1955 13, 106 280, 566 
September 1955 12, 996 283, 035 
October 12, 943 284, 674 
November 12, 960 286, 247 


1954 1,128 19, 320 


1,124 
1,017 20, 969 
1,061 19, 254 
1,181 
987 
28, 285 
104 29, 694 
817 24,597 
163 26, 169 
25, 778 
174 22, 371 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Fir Door Institute, the National Wood Work 
Association (whose data ponderosa pine and hardwood doors, sash and exterior frames are only from member firms, 
and are not adjusted represent full coverage), and the Bureau the Census. Not yet available. 


1955: 


October 
.... 


| 
1947 1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 
1 
ns) 
650 
820 
303 
535 
641 383 209 560 
362 196 562 
355 184 565 
415 236 657 
759 301 187 646 
216 182 579 
482 184 133 490 
438 229 203 613 
(1) 206 528 
Perceat 


Chort 


months ending: 
August 1955 
September 1955 .... 
October 1955 
November 1955 


November 


November, 
First mos. 1954-55 
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Portland Cement 


Index Production 


12-MONTH 
MOVING AVERAGE 


Pro- 
duction 


prepared 
roofing 


Asphalt 
insulated 
brick 
siding 


Index (1947-49=100) 
200 


Shipments 
(Million square feet) 
and tar 
saturated 
felts 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Department Interior (Bureau Mines), and 


the Bureau the Census. 


Data reported quarterly basis. 


Not yet available. 


200 
150 150 
q 
1947 1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 
Ship- Shipments 
ments (Thousands squares) 
Period (Thousands barrels) 
Portland cement siding 
291,666 292,848 64, 768 1,310 186 32, 984 
27, 066 29,172 23,610 5,972 227 568 200 724 
26, 938 29, 867 242 139 255 496 Wye 
28, 641 5,948 150 229 2,624 
Perceat change 


724 


and 


North 
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Table 33.--Portland Cement: Destination Shipments, State 


(Thousands barrels) 


1955 Calendar year months 


State 


Arizona ..... 

Arkansas 
California 


District 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 


Nevada 
New Hampshire 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode 
South Carolina .... 
South Dakota 


Texas 


Vermont 
Virginia 


Wyoming 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data reported Department Interior (Bureau Mines). 


159 201 197 119 433 215 285 330 351 
189 162 160 1,940 762 1,894 640 652 
353 335 371 826 2,941 285 387 385 445 
329 296 368 2,977 194 258 397 398 411 
136 111 106 861 902 910 1,016 1,038 1,052 
121 128 144 156 249 324 361 373 
774 734 705 680 7,487 8,354 257 263 244 
491 417 492 161 644 441 899 906 
105 116 986 215 1,059 974 953 
797 705 890 4,941 863 063 006 995 
500 417 417 621 354 026 3,301 416 525 
630 693 728 869 728 292 731 760 939 
110 124 692 894 857 1,021 000 
451 451 570 363 676 447 680 696 4,817 
151 171 696 732 1,949 1,977 
114 127 150 358 949 1,019 936 945 990 
164 157 113 451 549 827 1,172 1,214 
900 923 936 084 581 164 285 338 352 
ath 198 153 151 860 2,111 188 164 100 
136 188 2,021 16,905 19,134 20,290 20,045 19,908 19,730 
075 376 372 383 896 3,715 009 273 
315 150 143 155 1,062 148 161 1,122 163 
297 258 201 902 445 081 337 377 385 
820 1,907 634 15,055 15,234 15,108 15,815 16,078 16,138 
857 685 788 821 837 
240 244 2,961 2,173 248 312 
224 224 216 343 343 508 697 760 1,820 
423 449 495 4,701 474 599 585 662 
625 554 4,954 413 684 038 6,091 
209 421 211 1,791 1,921 379 1,852 2,032 
561 538 585 580 582 588 
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Iron and Steel Products 
Index Shipments 


Index 


Index 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


Fir 
Table and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 
(Thousands tons) 
Ship- Book- Back- 
Fabricated 
structural steel 
sheets 
1947-49 average 
Year: 1952 
1954 
months ending: 
August Sou 
September Eas 
October 1955 
November 1955 
December 
1955: 
Eas 
Sout 
Eas 


260 
November, 1954-55 +97 +39 +10 +51 +26 +29 +10 +76 
First mos., +12 +21 +21 +15 +22 +19 +24, +44 
Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 
National Electric Manufacturers Association, the American Institute Steel Construction, and the the Census. 


for fabrication the next months. 


200 
150 150 

296 177 205 104 129 219 369 

August 197 242 156 268 312 

Midd 
Moun 
Paci 
— 


Brick, common 
and face 
(Million brick) 


Period 


months ending: 
August 1955 
September 1955 
October 
November 1955 


November 
1955: 


November, 
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Table 35.--Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Structural 
clay tile 
(Thousand tons) 


Table Construction Products: Production and Shipments, Census Region 


157 
+17 +12 +42 
+14 +16 +34 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. 


Vitrified clay 
sewer pipe 
tons) 


Hollow facing tile 
(Million brick 


1,451 375 104, 800 


132, 085 
137, 429 
141, 066 
168, 967 
173, 535 
178, 694 
183, 885 
12, 477 
12, 880 
132 13, 973 
134 13, 111 
163 15, 338 
143 14, 550 
157 
179 15, 936 
152 14, 414 
173 16, 504 
183 188 16, 967 
172 172 17, 467 


174 


Perceat change 


17, 668 


Glazed unglazed 
floor wall tile 
(Thousand square feet) 


101, 088 
123, 267 
134, 375 
139, 515 


170, 453 
174, 912 
179, 557 
183, 878 
12, 222 
12, 358 
13, 258 
12, 528 
15, 807 
14, 820 
15, 491 
16, 936 
15, 036 
16, 969 
17, 215 
16, 


+35 
+35 


PRODUCTION SHIPMENTS 
Census region Percent Percent Percent Percent 
change from change, change from change, 
Nov. 1954 Nov. 1954 
632,714 580, 581, 028 838 +16 
North Central 138, 539 498, 578 126, 293 470, 175 
West North Central 35,491 349, 402 30, 107 331,019 +24 
South Atlantic 1,597,070 639, 617 +23 
East South Central 61, 178 616, 347 59, 046 620, 728 +20 
South Central 795, 849 65, 608 744, 731 +22 
232, 829 19, 349 216, 646 +15 
Pacific 30, 824 351,977 27,711 344, 262 +22 
tile (tons) 
North Central 100, 986 -29 
South 140, 498 
East South 59, 938 
Vitrified clay sewer pipe (tons) 
193, 791 15, 583 178, 691 +15 
East North 720, 815 65, 239 726, 761 +19 
West North 16, 579 181,614 16, 428 183, 213 
South 15, 094 142, 853 144, 521 +32 
South Central 401 230, 599 22, 036 232, 449 +13 
733 41,971 4,177 39, 829 
22, 857 250, 548 18, 578 251,057 +16 
Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data the Bureau the Census. Composition 


tegions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below table 


less than one-half percent. 


5, 504 5,324 1, 286 1, 231 
828 806 870 854 
928 895 858 851 
7,024 962 849 846 
100 839 838 
557 549 
468 412 
+14 
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Table 37.--Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas convectors Warm air Floor and 
water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces oil burners! 
Period (Thousands units) (Thousand square feet)| (Thousands units) (Thousands units) 
1947-49 average 541 
Year: 1952 505 
1953 
1954 494 
months ending: 
August 529 
September 1955 535 
528 
November 1955 552 
1954: 


Percent change 


177 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Sold separately. 
yet available. 


Heating and Plumbing Equipment 


index Index Shipments 


Index 
200 200 


12- MONTH 
MOVING AVERAGE 


150 


100 


1947 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-I04MEL 


Ba, N 


________ 
ve 
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Asphalt Products 


Index Shipments 
Index (1947-49 =100) Index 
200 
ments 
541 
505 
494 MOVING AVERAGE 
529 
535 
528 
1947 1948 1954 1955 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table and Exports Selected Construction Materials 
IMPORTS EXPORTS 
ely. 
Item Year First months 
LUMBER, MILLWORK, WOOD PRODUCTS: 
window sash 6,915 4,378 15,686 
wallboard Tons 4,031 5,071 18,658 13,735 14,209 
flexible, wood and 
GYPSUM, ASBESTOS: 
bestos construction Tons 1,092 12, 965 15,056 11,299 11,933 
AND 
DUCTS: 
building and paving bricks brick 396 32,051 36,169 
sewer pipe and drain tile Tons 8,655 5,864 5,381 


Table compiled Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. Data for imports not 


detail for exports. Imports include only maple (except Japanese), birch, and beech. Export data not available. 
avail 


| 


Part Vil--Employment 


Table Construction: Employment Type Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 


All Special trades contractors 


tric 


NUMBER EMPLOYEES (in thousands) 


wu 


cooooooco 


074.0 
1,844.0 1,119.9 
1,174.8 
2,013.0 222.8 
067.0 247.2 
134.0 
170.0 
164.0 312.3 
120.0 


Percent 


ang 


Source: Department Labor. 


Table 40.--Contract Construction: Indexes Employment (Seasonally Adjusted), and Indexes Weekly Man-Hours 


(1947-49 100) 


INDEXES EMPLOYMENT (seasonally 


INDEXES WEEKLY MAN- HOURS 


Source: Department Labor. for months before January 1953 are based seasonally adjusted employment data derived 
Federal Reserve Board. Includes revisions from January 1953, reflecting recent-revisions the seasonal indexes. 


ooz zz 
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Table Construction: Employment, State 


Delaware 
District Columbia! 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 


Massachusetts 


00.1 
49.2 
16.2 
73.7 

7.5 


Ae 
@ 


WN 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


IO 


NNW Ow 


~ 


N 


» 
N 


N » WN 


nA A 


nau 


N 


ee 


~ 

wn wy 
~ 


Lod N 


Oklahoma 


— 
N 


N 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 


~ 
Ne ON wu 
weuUurenn Ww 


NOON, YURArR WO 


Nr AWN &O 


we 


Vw wre 
ON 


AW 


_ 
| 


AnUN Uo 


NON» 


n 
w 


West Virginia 
Visconsin 


Ow we orn 


Source: Department Labor. series; not strictly comparable with previously published data. small 
employees mining. 3Not available. 


ors 
| 
ate | 
15.7] 16.2] 17.3] 16.7] 16.5] 16.1] 18.2] 14.9 
265.2 
73.9 79.4 83.6 +12 
+11 
+14 
3 
+13 
North Dakota -21 
102.9 
120.0 Dakota 9.7 -27 
Tennessee 54.5 -14 
115.9 4.4 5.8 6.5 7.2 7.3 -12 


Table 42.--Contract Construction: Employment Selected Areas 


Percent 
change, 


Aoworoonrn 


arn 


Number employees (in 


cone 


Bridgeport, 


Atlanta, 
Baton Rouge, La. ... 
Binghamton, N.Y. ... 
Ala. 
Boise, 
Boston, Mass. .... 


Albany-Schenectady-Troy, N.Y. 


Baltimore, Md. 


=) 


SO 


Nn 
~ 


Ag 


AM WOAH 


mn 


Chattanooga, 

Denver, 

Des Moines, 


Charleston, 


Casper, Wyo. 


Detroit, 


adda 


DOr 
AD 


AH 


SON 
S 


Duluth, 
Evansville, Ind. ..... 
Fargo, 

Fort Wayne, Ind. ... 
Great Falls, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Kansas City, Mo. 


S- 


OM 


ON 


OI 


Louisville, Ky. 
Manchester, 

Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn. 


Little Rock-N. Little Rock 
Los Angeles, 


Memphis, 
Miami, 


Knoxville, Tenn. ..... 
Lewiston, Maine 


Teer 


Nao 


No 


OS 
aon 


1 


Mobile, Ala. 
Nashville, 
Nassau-Suffolk Counties 


Newark-Jersey City, N.J 
New Bedford, Mass. 
New Britain, Conn. 

New Haven, Conn. 

New Orleans, La. 
New York City, N.Y..... 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, 
Oklahoma 


Naw 


Nae 


Nae 


ANH N 


Nae 


Nae 


SEDAN 


Okla. 


Omaha, .... 
Rochester, 


Richmond, Va. 


Reno, Nev. 


Providence, .... 
Racine, Wis. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Portland, Maine 
Portland, Oreg. 


Paterson, J.* 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


See footnotes end table. 


Area 
1954-55 
-12 
+11 
10. 10.0 9.7 8.5 9.6 


w 
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Table 42.--Contract Construction: Employment Selected 


Percent 
change, 
Nov. 


1954-55 


Salt Lake City, Utah... 8.6 7.4 6.6 8.2 +22 
Wash. 3.9 3.9 4.5 4.9 4.5 4.1 4.4 
Springfield-Holyoke, 4.8 4.9 5.4 6.5 6.3 6.5 5.0 4.0 +18 
6.0 6.7 7.2 7.3 6.7 7.2 7.6 7.3 
3.6 4.0 4.3 4.6 4.6 4.8 4.6 4.4 4.3 4.3 3.3 +33 
Topeka, 3.1 3.6 3.9 4.0 3.8 4.0 4.0 2.6 2.9 +28 
4.1 4.3 4.4 4.3 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.6 4.9 3.8 4.0 +15 
9.1 9.0 9.0 8.9 8.8 8.7 8.3 8.2 7.4 7.8 
Waterbury, Conn.! 1.9 2.1 3.0 2.4 2.3 2.1 2.0 2.0 +15 
Wheeling-Steubenville, W.Va. 4.3 4.7 5.0 4.7 4.4 4.4 3.6 3.9 +13 
8.0 8.1 8.4 8.6 8.7 8.6 8.2 7.8 6.7 8.1 
Mass. 2.9 3.0 3.1 2.9 3.4 3.4 3.6 

Source: Department Labor. *Shown for the first time this issue. This table include additional_areas data become 


available. Revised not strictly comparable with previously published data. Not available. Includes small num- 
ber employees mining. Change less than one-half percent. 


Chart 15. 


Hours and Earnings Workers 
Contract Construction 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 


1955 


AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 


1954 
4 


AVERAGE EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D 56-10-0 


Number employees (in thousands) 
Area 
+15 
9 
+13 
+28 
+23 
0 35 
) 
270 
230 230 


All 
building 
con- 
tractors 


All con- 
struction 


General 
con- 
tractors 


Period 


1954: 
1955: Januaty 91.69 


........ 


1955: 


Avg. wkly. -0.9 
Avg. +2.3 +1.6 


Source: Department Labor. 
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Table 43.--Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings Construction Workers 


Building construction 
Special trades contractors 


and and deco- 
cal work trades 
heating rating 


WEEKLY 
$91.04 


nw 


SMNNNNNNN 


Percent change, November 1954 1955 


N 


Nonbuilding construction 


Highway 
and 


street 


$85.28 
86. 


88.94 
78.79 


83.21 


81.92 
90. 
93.93 
97.22 
96.75 


102. 


-0.1 


+ 


Other 


non- 


building 


$93. 


98.55 
90. 
97.22 
98.55 


101. 
101. 


94. 


trades 
All 
AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 
Year: 1953 37.0 37.5 36.6 38.1 34.7 40.3 41.2 
1954 36.2 36.2 36.3 37.9 34.5 38.6 40.2 40.6 39.9 
1954: 35.8 35.7 35.8 36.8 34.1 37.9 35.3 40.3 40.8 39.9 
36.0 35.9 36.0 38.7 34.0 38.8 34.5 38.4 37.8 38.9 
35.1 35.0 35.2 38.0 32.6 38.7 36.8 36.7 36.8 
35.9 35.8 36.0 37.6 34.6 38.6 35.1 39.6 40.2 Mili 
35.4 35.1 35.7 37.4 33.8 38.5 38.2 38.1 38.3 
36.7 36.2 37.1 38.0 35.2 39.1 41.2 42.5 Misc 
37.2 36.8 37.4 38.3 35.8 42.1 43.4 40.8 
37.4 37.0 37.6 38.8 35.7 39.9 42.8 44.6 
36.3 35.9 36.6 38.5 35.0 39.9 41.4 42.5 40.4 
34.7 34.2 35.0 37.1 33.3 38.2 38.4 39.3 37.6 
‘AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS 
1954 2.60 2.71 2.62 2.92 2.14 2.4 
1954: 2.63 2.96 2.47 
2.59 2.65 2.92 2.47 
1955: 2.65 2.92 2.45 
2.65 2.92 2.4 
August 2.67 2.98 2.51 
2.62 2.69 3.03 
2.63 2.70 3.04 2.51 
2.69 3.04 2.51 
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Table 44.--Labor Required for New Construction, and Type Construction! 


Average number workers required per month 
(In thousands) 


Percent change 


1955 


1953 


Type construction 4th quar. 


1955 1955 from 


1954 


TOTAL NEW 


CONSTRUCTION 
Building 
Educational and 
Other nonresidential bldg. .... 


i++ 1 


AWBWBANN 


Telephone and 
Other public utility 


~ 
~ 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 

Nonresidential ... 

Industrial ......... 


Other nonresidential bldg. .... 


Miscellaneous public-service 
Conservation and development.. 


Surce: Department Labor. Estimated number full-time workers required put place the current volume construction. 


on- 
415 355 445 490 410 -16 
492 483 522 597 603 424 +23 
131 137 135 145 158 140 143| 
197 196 230 280 276 151 244| +40 
124 112 145 162 107 167 -14 
279 226 275 296 273 281 
39.6 315 279 308 309 265 326| -14 
297 261 290 292 248 -15 
38.9 152 150 168 174 156 125 149| -10 
240 130 282 393 267 246| +11 
37.6 
$2.37 
2.4 
2.47 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
2.4 
2.51 
2.51 
2.51 


Construction Regulations 


FHA and Housing Credit Regulations Amended Increase Maximum Repayment Period. 
Register, Vol. 21, No. 13, Jan. 20, 1956, pp. 420-422.) 


January 17, the Federal Housing Administration and the Veterans Administration simulta 
neously announced that the period for home mortgages financed under their pro 
grams would increased from years. (For sales type properties insured under FHA 
213--Cooperative Housing Insurance--the maximum term was advanced from years.) 
action rescinds order issued last July which reduced maximum mortgage terms 
housing and housing insured under major sections the National Housing Act. 

that time, the two agencies also increased minimum cash downpayments percent. The 
additional percent requirement still effect, except for home mortgages under Sections 220 (Home 
Rehabilitation Insurance), 221 (Home Relocation Insurance), and 222 (Servicemen’s Mortgage Insurance) 
the National Housing Act. (See Construction Review, December 1955, 49.) 

The new ruling applies all VA-guaranteed home loans not already closed and all FHA loans 
not yet insured January 17. Upon réquests mortgagees, commitments outstanding that 
date may reissued for the longer terms. 

The increase maximum mortgage repayment time from years permits smaller monthly 
payments many loans indicated the table below: 


FHA-insured loans (Sec. 203) 


Monthly payment principal 
and assuming 
maximum repayment period of-- 


VA-guaranteed loans 


Monthly principal 
and assuming 
maximum repayment period 


Appraised value 


purchase price Minimum 


downpayment 


Minimum 
downpayment 


computing monthly payments, the minimum downpayment and amortization equal monthly installments were 
sumed. interest rate was used for FHA-insured loans (4-1/2 percent plus 1/2 percent insurance premium), 
4-1/2 percent for VA-guaranteed loans. 


FNMA Announced New Mortgage Repurchase Plan Provide Additional Funds for Financing Resi- 
dential Building. (Federal National Mortgage Association press release No. 202, issued January 25, 1956.) 


January 25, the Federal National Mortgage Association announced new optional mortgage 
repurchase plan which will allow mortgage companies, banks, and other holders acceptable 
gages raise immediate cash for lending purposes selling mortgages FNMA under 
that, within months, the lending institutions may buy back the same mortgages the same price, 

obtain the 9-month option, the seller must pay FNMA fee percent the unpaid 
the mortgage. This addition the usual fees and 3-percent common stock investment 
under the Association’s regular purchase procedure its Secondary Market Operations. 

Before this auxiliary assistance plan went into effect, all VA- and FHA-secured mortgages sold 
FNMA were open purchase any qualified Now, lending institutions needing 
tional funds finance homebuilding operations only for limited periods and reluctant 
any their holdings, can get the same mortgages back the original selling price, and the 
vening months have available funds pursue their mortgage lending operations. The lending 
stitution under obligation exercise the option the expiration time, although 
the percent fee forfeited. 


SBA Announced New Program Financial Assistance for Expansion Modernization Small Firms. 
(Small Business Administration press release No. 232, issued December 30, 1955.) 


The Small Business Administration, December 30, 1955, announced the initiation 
program designed provide amortized bankeparticipation loans small firms which need additional 
funds for expansion, acquiring parking facilities, modernization, adding second location, and 
purposes, 
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ederal Under the new program, known the Limited Loan Participation Plan, SBA will make loans 
small establishments for period years, and sums $15,000 percent the total 
amount the loan, whichever smaller. The borrower’s bank must take least 25-percent share 


the total amount the loan. computing its participation percentage, the bank may include good 


ulta- 


outstanding loans made the borrower. 
Interest these loans was set not more than percent, all other SBA loans. Security 
required all instances, but the participating bank will handle the details appraising and 


obtaining the proper security for the loan. Any type security may considered, including mort- 
gage real personal property, assignment accounts receivable monies due contracts, 
pledge warehouse receipts, negative pledge agreements, and corporate guaranties personal en- 
dorsements. 


The 


Home 
ance) 


Formerly, small wholesalers and retailers who had little except furniture, fixtures, and current 
inventory use for collateral, usually could get bank loans for only very short period. Furthermore, 
when they applied the SBA they were frequently unable obtain loans because was too difficult 
for the agency make proper appraisal their assets. Under this new program, the agency will 
depend the bank’s appraisal. 


loans 
that 


The Limited Loan Participation Plan was put into effect after having been tested the Small 
Business Administration for several months. 


Announced New National Policy for Decentralization Defense Plant Construction. 
Defense Mobilization press release No. 465, issued Jan. 11, 1956; Federal Register, Vol. 21, No. Jan. 13, 
1956, pp. 270-271.) 


new national dispersion policy, announced the Office Defense Mobilization January 11, 
calls upon Federal agencies encourage and, when appropriate, require that new facilities and 
major expansions facilities important national security located reduce the 
tisk damage the event attack; and encourage and, when appropriate, require the incorporation 
suitable protective construction features new and existing facilities important national security, 
provide resistance weapons effects. accomplish the purposes this policy, ODM established 
dispersion criteria and delegated authority for applying them. 
determining the location new facility, the distance the facility from the probable area 
destruction the controlling factor. Under the previous national dispersal policy, initiated August 
10, was advocated that new defense facilities located least miles from existing po- 
tential target areas (which were defined amendment 1952). Under the new policy, definition 
factors, including: (1) the most likely targets enemy attack, such certain military, industrial, 
population, and governmental concentration; size such targets; destructive power weapons that 
may used against each target; the radius blast and thermal effects; inherent features the 
facility, including such characteristics underground and built-in protective construction features; 
the degree damage facility could sustain and still remain operative; the presence natural bar- 
fiers which might provide additional protection; and the economic and practicable requirements for 
sold operation the facility. 
carry out the dispersion policy, the Office Area Development the Department Com- 
merce was assigned the responsibility providing guidance and assistance industry, the general 
public, including local Dispersion Committees, and all other Federal agencies, except the Depart- 
ment Defense connection with military projects. this connection, ODM announced that, except 
under very unusual circumstances, will not grant rapid tax amortization certificates for the con- 
facilities unless guidance received from the Department Commerce, and followed. 
agreement with the Department Commerce, the Department Defense will provide guidance 
certain industrial and other non-military projects which has direct and special interest.* 
new 
itional 
directive has already been issued the Department Defense establishing uniform policies 


followed the Departments the Air Force, the Army, and the Navy. 


cipal 
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The Department Commerce may make similar arrangements with other departments and 
provided that reasonable safeguards assure consistency and uniformity the application 
policy and standards are maintained. With respect military projects, ODM made the 
Defense directly responsible for the application the dispersal policy. 


The Federal Civil Defense Administration, responsible for tne development and 
plans and programs for the reduction urban vulnerability, was assigned the duty integrating 
persion actions, the metropolitan target zone level, with all other measures which can make 
areas less attractive targets. FCDA also responsible for developing construction standards 
specifications for the protection persons and property from nuclear and unconventional 
effects. The Department Commerce and all others concerned with guidance will governed 
the FCDA plans and standards. 


Regulations Affecting Construction West Coast Flood Disaster Areas 


All the measures made available relieve last summer’s flood disaster the Northeast 
Construction Review, September 1955, pp. 53-54) were also put into effect relieve the more 
flood disaster California, Nevada, and Oregon. 


Small Business Administration. December 29, 1955, the Small Business Administration 
the, opening emergency loan offices having authority approve disaster loans $20,000 
following counties that were declared flood disaster areas: CALIFORNIA--Alameda, Alpine, 
Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, Contra Costa, Del Norte, Dorado, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Kings, 
Lassen, Madera, Marin, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Mono, Monterey, Napa, Nevada, 
Plumas, Sacramento, San Benito, San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa 
Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Solano, Sonoma, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tehama, Trinity, Tulare, Tuolumne, 
and Yuba; NEVADA--Washoe; and OREGON--Coos, Curry, Clackamas, Clatsop, Douglas, 
Josephine, Lane, Marion, Polk. 

Two regional offices, one San Francisco and one Seattle, were authorized approve 
disaster loans $50,000. All applications excess $50,000 must referred 
C., for action. (Federal Register, Vol. 21, No. Jan. 1956, pp. 89-90; and Vol. 21, No. 11, 
1956, 344; SBA press release issued Dec. 29, 1955.) 


Office Defense Mobilization. The activities the Office Defense Mobilization major 
areas are designed restore operation industrial facilities which are essential the 
base. Some them are: 

(1) Accelerated tax amortization for the reconstruction, rehabilitation, replacement 
destroyed the floods; 

(2) Loans under section 302 the Defense Production Act for the reconstruction, 
replacement flood-damaged facilities which produce items covered ODM expansion 

(3) Priority materials, services, and equipment for the rehabilitation defense plants. 
(ODM press releases, No. 460 issued Dec. 24, 1955 and No. 466 issued Jan. 13, 1956.) 


Federal Housing Administration. The Federal Housing Administration, December 29, 
nounced the relaxation credit restrictions FHA home loan terms for the replacement 
lost the West Coast floods. all except low-cost housing, the terms for qualified home 
designated disaster areas permit 5-percent downpayment the first $9,000 appraised 
(instead the prevailing percent) and percent (instead percent) the amount 
$9,000 for the purchase new homes. For the purchase existing homes, the 
percent) the amount excess $9,000. low-cost housing, loans $7,000 are 
with downpayment. The mortgage term for disaster housing years, for all other 
housing. (FHA press release No. 55-93, issued Dec. 29, 1955.) 
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